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Jdanuary, 1985
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL

in the pursuit of trying to acquaint the members with different facets of our general
heritage, we are issuing this SPECIAL BONUS NEWSLETTER,

The furding for this project is through the generosity of three of our merbers who
have contrituted donations to be vsed where best needed. They would be embarrassed
if they were to be named. So, on behalf of myself and the general membership I send
love and a hearty thank you. It is hoped that all will think the money wisely spent,

The material for this article is the result of another coincidence. The newspaper
article was mentioned in the I11inois St. Andrew Society Newsletter. My brother-
in-law, Chuck Berk, lives in Peoria, Chuck was contacted, he retrieved that issue
from the paper drive pile and sent it on to us.

Jerry Klein granted permiscion for reprinting his article. lLetters were sent to
Ben Parker, Rev, Gordon Page, minister of the Elmira United Presbyterian Church,
and Monmouth College. Rev. Page was the only one kind enough to reply. He sent
along the pages from tte Centennial Booklet which pertains to the Turnbulls only.
The rest of the Booklet deals with family reunions, biographies of people not
related to the Turnbulls, and other information of that type.

Unfortunately, Elmira is a considerable distance from Mt. Prospect, so I have not
kad the apportunity to view some of the other items of historical interest displayed
at the Stark County Historical Scciety in Toulon, I1linois. MNor to meet and thank
Rev. Page in person.

It is hoped the members will respond to this saga as tkey have to the Dr. Andrew
Turnbull, New Smyrna story. Anyone having knowledge they can add to this story
please send it cn for our files and perhaps a future follow-up article.

There was another ccincidence which came about because of this pursuit. My sister-
in-law, Helen Berk Sumerack, graduated from Monmouth College. Her room mate was

a Margaret Ann Turnbull Blakey. They had lost touch with each other through the
years, both Fave been advised of the others whereabouts.

It is understood trat William 0liver, a poet, in 1837 visited the U.5. and published

"ETGHT MONTHS IN ILLINOIS" issued at Newcastle 1843. 1If, and when, we locate this
book, perhaps it will add more substance to this story.

NEWS FROM SCOTLAND - INTERNATIONAL GATHERING 1985

Myra has sent word that her committee has chosen the weekend May 31 - June 2, 1985
fer the Turnbull Gathering. Details to follow later,

If the program follows the same pattern as in the past you will have much to look
forward to,
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ELMIRA

A silent remnant of the past

By JERRY KLEIN
of the Journal Star

A few miles due west of Bradford,
R{. 93 plunges into a couniryside thal is
suddenly and strangely deserted. Ad-
vertising signs thin out and presently
disappear altogether, )

There are lew houses or farms 16 be
seen. The road, almost free of traffic,
undulates across a gently rolling land-
scape (hat looks like Grant Wood coun-
try. It is an area hardly changed from
the "30s in some ways. -

This is one of those narrow roads of
vintage concrete, larred repeatedly
over the years and designed for Model
A Fords and square, chugging trucks,
Now the cars that occasionally whine
past are different, small, low, radial-
tired, and it is television with Phil
Donahue and Johnny Carson that
washes across the jand rather than
radio with “Just Plain Bill" or “Our
Gal Sunday.™

But there is nevertheless an almost
reflexive slowing down 1o an easler
pace. Creeks and streams wander off
inlo the distance, inviting exploration
by anvone who was ever a kid and the
woods seern untouched, pristine. The
road dips and rises.

And there is Elmira, the only town
on Route 93, standing solemn and
ghostlike at the edge of fields still
awaiting the bite of the spring plow.

Not much bere any more. A road
sigy and a quaint old school, long aban-
dened, thrusting is ornate belllower
against the sky. A weathered shed,
leaning perilously, like an old man with

a4 bad knee. And across the highway

the Kimira United Presbyterian
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Church, Gordon Page, minister. Off in
the distance, a late spring storm trails
a dark veil of rain from lowering, black
clouds, and a sudden shower dots the
windshield, Over there, back of the
church, is the small cemetery wilh its
Montooths, Jacksons, McRaes and
Armstrongs lying in neat, well-tended
TOwWs, @ :

Not a real ghost town. Not yet. Butl
rather a silenl remnant of the past. A
few houses with cars parked in their
driveways, a steel building that used to

be the high school, and not a soul in

sighl, Even the silence has an eerie,
unreal ring, Most of the Scottish people
who founded this little settlement in
the middle of winter nearly 150 years
ago are gone now, scatlered through
the litile cemeteries nestied among the
hills and ravines, or their descendants
gellled into Kewanee, Toulon, Peoria,
or gonie farther westward.

When the first of them arrived in
February, 1838, this was the frontier,
so remole and unsettled that 21 mem-
bers of four families crowded into a 16
by 18 fool room in Elmira Township
until spring. Most of these, the Olivers,
Turpbulls amd Rules, had spent siX
weeks on the ocean voyage from Scot-’
land to Quebec, and another six weeks

on the journey to Chicago, Joliet and -

the wilderness of Stark County.

The town dates from 1843 and # !

must have grown rapidly. There was
coal here, and the rich black soil and
these ambitious pioneers made the
most of their new land. So progressive,
and so pious were they that there were
al one time five churches in Elmira,
one of them known as the Knox Church

i”‘“ F R

o Elmira
o Princevilie
o Peoria
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where one service a week was in Gaels
ic. [t was supposedly the only such use.
of the language in the entire country.

The wooden school was built in 1867
al a cost of $1,428. The town boastled its
own 600-book library. There was &
slore, and an insurance company was
formed here in 1876 — the Farmers
Mutual Fire and Lighining Insurance
Co. of Elmira. It is still in business, al-
though its headquariers were moved to
Foulon in 1920. It was originally meant
as a kind of cooperative. If somebody
had a fire or other disaster. everybody
pitched in and helped pay for the dam-
age. One claim was listed for $3,000 for
the dwelling and $1,630 for the contenls
when the parsonage of Rev. C. H.
Becker of Elmira burned.

The town had an inventor as well,
James Armstrong, who patented 2
complex corn planter. A model of it is
on display in the Stark County Histori-
cal Society headquarters in Toulon. .

What happened to Elmira is a
familiar story of the small town by-
passed by railroads andprogress. The
Rock Island line brought prosperity
and people into Wyoming and Toulon
and Kewanee grew inlo an important
manufacturing and trade center. El-
mira and its Scotsmen declined little

PO

* * % * *

s TN

* % * ¥

THE PEORIA JOURNAL STAR, INC,
1 News Plaza
Peoria, Illinois 61643

July 19, 1984

Dear Dorothy Turnbull Berk

You are most welcome, of course, to reprint my article on Elmira in your

newsletter.

Credit should, I suppose, be given to the Journal Star.
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by Httle. From whal must have been a
poetation of hundreds at s peal, 1
S b to about 76 o 1950 ard in 1981, 50
people were st living here,

Bul there came one simmer when
the lown came back to le,
mvihical Brigadoon. 3t was the conten-
nial celebration marking the arrival of
the first setllers who camped oul in the
Ditter winter for a weelk while (hey
staked oul thedr clpms, This was a
two-day eelebration in the long-ago,
pre-war surnaner of 1938, when a fes
tive pagesnt was held There way a
Jeittie band {from Bockiord amd the wail
of the pipes across these now lonely
Wills and wvallevs must have aroused
otk sadness and passten. Dr. J, W
Gorer, presilent of Monmouth College,
delivered the maior address. A booklet

Ioam sorry |
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E e
helpful

ke the
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cannet
sit to Elwmira Cactually two
Toulon,

commemorating the ,@Wm Wi pube
Hshed, with prems and reminiscences.
Then slowly, stowly, the Hitle town slid
into ahlivion, %

“There was a grogery siore there
unth twelve, fifteen vears ago,” sald
Jen Pavker of the Stark County Hhstor-
iral Soeciety. “Thed there wasm'i
enough business Lo Keep L poing. And
the schools consolidated. The Kids
come fo Toulon, When you taiw &
sehost out of & mmmumty it poes””

For g tHme, the metal school butld-
ing was part of the Black Hawhk East
campus, bul nothing muech came of
that and it is now empty. There re-
maing a single streed running off the
kghway, the elaborate wooden school
house, the single remalning chureh and

supply you with
visits)l and &
among other
knows
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which hzs,

Ben Feorker, who

i osapplying 1 t@.f‘<!1”"£:"4:'¥,? ion.

stop at the
rhings
almest

the wm@zwy whose {ipst m:cug)am
dates from 1843,

Aped there wre still o hamdlul of peo-
ple who are sitracied to this serene,
guiet Tife, which was celebrated by 3
;mx v wriiten for the 1938 celebration
by Luzetle Fleming and Eva Turnbail,
3 ke Lo live b a tittie town, “

“Where trees meel over the streel. |
Yo wave vour hand and say helle
“To everyone you meel.”

And there was 2 bearifelt tribule by
the R ev. John Weston who once served
here, Chnira was thowsands of miles
mamr te heaven than any  olher
place.”

The rest s & coblection of memo-
ries, {aded and buried now beneath the
solid gramite tombsiones.
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tt
tha
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everyehing about

area,

Sinceraely,

Jevry Klein

Stark County Historical
1938 cele~
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Aty Jast program to be given in Scotland before coming home to be
married was in Jedborough, ancestral home of the Olivers. The chairman of
the evening was the Lord Provest who introduced me as belonging to Jede
pororgh and referred 1o the OHvers as among the "Defenders of the Marches”
(boundry line between England and Scotland) whose numes are carved on
the will of the great library at near-by Abbotsford, Sir Walter Scott’s home.

As g public speaker | have had unusually delightful experiences bug
helieve my greatest surprise and theill came from the lirge audiences that
continted 1o greet me in Elmira whenever I appeared, This 1 felt was not
entirely due to my art, although b have always toed (o apply te L as to other
things in Jife the principles of hunesty end sincerity taught me in childhood,
Lut rather 18 was o tribute o the Oliver name as it was known i Elinira,
Touwlon ami Rewanee

Katherine Oliver MoCoy, La Ferin, Texas,

THE SETTLEMENT OF T1E ELMIRA COMMUNITY

Breathes there & man man with soul o Jead,
Who never o himself has said
“This is my own, my native fand,”
Whose heart harh ne'er within him burned,
As home his footsteps he hath turned,

Sir Walter Scott.

Powant you to go baeck with me W0 years and ook at this comunumty
known as “The Spoen River Country,” through the eyes of the firss settiers.
Al vwt can see for mites s tall coarse grass, which in seme places §s tall
enaurh ta Ride the oxen and wagans,  In spots along the rivers are groves of
srees which stund out hike islaeds o6 a lake. The proves are clear of under-
growth, wned it is to these the serder drives to establish his fiyst bome becsuse
they ive him protecton from the high winds and wowd for sis house and fire.

Your asen tenn oceasionally grarties a desr which bounds away and alologt
any place you see beautiful prairie chickens, When ane descends from the
wagot, yob must be careful because there are lats of snakes and quite o few
of thent are ratliesnakes.

For foed one can gather plenty of strawberries and some wild plums,
grapes and crab apples. And there is plenty of wild game, and fish in the
streams.

As one drives alung, if you leck down in the valley, occasianally you ses
white bones of buffaloes which farmerly roamed here, but due 1o the severe
winter wentlier and coming in of the white man they have perished or moved
g west,

The pioneer is glad to come across an “Indian trail” for he knows it is
the essies: rond and will lead him to a place to ford the streams.

The whobe picture is one of wild scenic beauty and our forefathers set
farth with a strung heart and brave cosrage to make thelr future wealth and
culture, frut with Cod in their hearts and His praigses on their fips they were
certain of victory.

It is hard for us in our Bfe of luxury Lo realize Fully all the suffering and
ssrrifies that was endured to give us this besutifol modern community of
slegant houses and broad cuitivated Pelds, Indeed, it ds o far vry from the
Taplit pail fence uf our forefathers to the "eleciric fence” of today.

The Jast of the indians had el during the yeors of IE3R36. A treafy
was made with them in Chicago in 1833 in which they signed away all thes
rights. 3o the next two ar thres vears saw them adl crowded outl, snd they
erissed the river inte Missourh, Dlinois paid thens thelr gy annuity of §180
in 1R35,

The Indiass whe were here were the Pottawatomies whe had drined
down from around Green Bav, Wisconsin,  They were a peace foving tribe,
trut were ditty and lazy and have heen compared (o the wypsy of later v
The women planted there simall grops and the men spent 1t 0
ing and horse trading. The nearest the Blacknuwi War 5
is musw parthern Heary and Bureou Counties. Here the n
borhood joined with the ather farmers amd pushed thew

Yoo owrth the tudinns, s owith the buffelo, deer and |
SELYAS IR (R (P cruom for the mareh of civibzation,

Fronet ths neigt
whonurlh
cuabnn They st

1

The postoffice was first established in 1857 in what s now Oscoudia and was
named Elmira by the first postmaster, Obver Whittalier, wha had gome Trom
Tioga County, New York in 1837, When the otnce was maved in 3846 1o the
home of Myrtle Brace, the name was also moved.

The Vitlage of Elmirs might be saitd to dute back o JR3 when Ambrose
Fuller bought Jand in the southeast quarter of Sectivn 20, 10 hedang the
mecca of the Pregshyterian and Methodist Christians, Churches wore built o
school established, and & few seltlers gathered around and the suvlens of the
present village formed. As a mecessily, @ S10T¢ was staried in J88b, whih
alse boused the post office that was formerly, from 1845 1o this (o, in the
house of My, Myrtle Brace, just east of £lmira, now the hone of Mrs. James
E. Armstrong. The mail was brooght {rom the Tradiug Post of Peoama by
stage coach and four horses.

The ehurch then, as today, was the heart amd core of Hmira In the
early history there were four churches-—United Preshyterinn, Methodist
Episcopal, Presbyterian and Knox, the last being uwmque dne that they held
twen services, one in English and one in Gaelic. It s sod o have heen the
anly church in the Uniled States having Gaelic sarv ANbouph in the
early days of these churches tiiey did not always see trings in the suse light,
nevertheless, they were sincere and devouly religions and they have delt
their imprint on the community. Even down to this day the people af L.
wrira have a gempneness and stability which is outstanding and {5 a divect
result of their heritage. Today we find the grandsons and wrinddaeghiers af
these pioneers working hand in hand under one church ronf, Elmir witheut
her church, would be like a body without a hienrt

The land on which to build a schoa) was donated by Clinton Fulics, aud
the first school was a red brick one. The (lirectors were CHinton Foller,
Matthew Bell and dMyrile Brace, This school was replaced in 1867 by o wouden
building at a cost of $L428,

Cne nther thing that showed the character of the early settiers was the
formation of “The Elmira Library Association.™ Ftowas arganized January 18
1856 at the school house with Adam Oliver, President, and Wilken Mollit
Secretary. The lihrary cotsisted of between five hundred and six hundrsl
Baaks, and it was one of the best selections in the district,

In order to bevter study the Hible the “Elmira fhble Society™ was organ.
ized June 24, 1857, with John Turnhull, Pregident, I, Boardman, Treasurer
and Myrtle Brace, Secretary. I remained active for & number of years but
had disappeared by the close of the century,

The land for the "Elmira Cemetery” was also donated by Clinton Fuller,
and it dates back to May 20, 1845, when Ambrose Fuller was bueicd there
The first cemetery for the community was in Osceola Grove, bat whew e
ane Rere was started several bodies were removedd 0 Eimira, one heing the
mother of Uncle John Turnbull who died in 1843, The cemetery was oot -
carporated unti! October 3, 188%, with H. M. Gliver, 'rosident, Robert Grivve,
Secretury, W. M. Fuller, Treasurer, and Daniel Moon, Sexton,

Kany things that played a part in the early bistory uf Elmira lave ¢isap
peaved but the “Farmers’ Muateal Fire and Lightning besurance Compary of
Timira” which was organized September 20, 1876, is still in oxistence. The
frst officers were Robert Grieve, President, Jobhn Turnball, Sressurer, aul
Tames Haswell, Secretavy.

Elmira grew ropidly and by 1880 her bustness and professinmal eivele
consisted of D, B R Boardman, Clinton Fuller, General Store, | I Rewd,
seion) principal, William McBride, blacksmith, W, Henniger amt Alex Dose,
carpenters, John Turnbuil, Justice of the Peace, W Bl FPuller Townshin Clerk,
WML Stires, painter, MM Oliver and William Tacksen, farme pram oul cat-
Ve rjsers, Wiilism Stevensan, plasterer and brickloyer, amd George Messer,
shosmaker. In the neighborhood were the Obiver Cunl Aives and thronuio
the ¢istrict were some of the most practical farmors mwl stoelk growers in
the State.

One cannat close g history of Blniira withont sweatiomms the “Ehurra
Bifies" who were prganized in B8] under the eadership of Coptain Cherles
Stuart. The people af Elmira Township rivised $TH8 1o Taey uniluims fur Lhe
volupteers and pledged $1.980 for the support of their Gonbive sine v
as moch as $200. The "Rified” were the Grst (o leave the Coanty fur the war
and they made splendid soldiers

This 15 sn iUsleation of tie way the people of Blmiva work tacethor un
hig issues, forgetting peuy jeclousy and workisg shundder o shoulder far oa
CHMIMOn CARLE.

@
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Any of your grandfathers or grandmothers will tell you thut they had
a4 Jul miery fun in those days than we have today with our motion piclures,
radio and antomubiles. They worked hard but did take time w play. The
Rirks were Slied every Sabibath, and there was also mid-week prayer meeting

Bat for rea) fun and relaxation, they met in the schoot house for “Spell-
ing Bees,” and "Singing Schoal” They met also in the homes and danced the
yuadriiles tu sgueaky fiddie muosie. The women pathered {or rag sewing and
spinning bues, wnd frons reporig of their chatter in Guelre, for littie pitchers
have hig ears you know, they must have gossipad in those days too!

They fulfilled the foarth commandment, that six doys shalt theu tabur,
but the seventh is a day of rest. They did only what was shsojutely necessary
or Sabhath,  Om Saturday they carried in atl the kindiing and the water,
Sonbed the satmes], which was served cold the nest diy, shined their shoes
amd Timed them op in readiness for chureh, Eoen the week's whistiing had 1o
b Bnished Before Sabbath, Family warship on Sabbath morning was extra
long and thi koees got o ltle stifer than usial from kneeling duning the
lemg priiyer.

Gt ferefatBers (el they were deeply indebted to diving providence
They ooy ¢ oveononical and religivus frevdom. They had received
Lol were sndeed thankiol for the l 1ed G

ced for d shost whieie wiib g i
noders e soan il e
CAre we b W RN
sl ok thoem Froms Ve butiom al owr bearts
(O] Doon toows and ey i owvery svay to hive wsp to ibe
they have seu fur us

Mary Turnbull Catten
Tune 26, 1988

e

ELMIRA CHURCH HISTORY

THE FIRST HOWSE BUILT |N THE FLMIRA COMMUNITY

UNITED PRESEYTERIAN : KHGX HLHOGL
PRESBYTERIAN PRESRBYTERIAN
THE METHODRIST EFISCOPAL CHURGCH WAS AT RIGHT OF SCHOCL

THREE OF THE CHURCHES IN ELMIRA IN THE BO'S

An we lock back across the years and think about the "beginniags”
around ver dittle village of Blmira, we see several church spives peering
out amid the green trees. As we fock at them, we think thit surely the
ald truth, "Traen up & child in the way be should go,and when Tie is old i
will not depart Jrom it must bave prevailed bere among our fareluthoes
No doubt they often thought in those pioneer days of the "wee lkirks” i <lein
Bonny Scetland, where they worshipped hefore coming 1o this prianising new
country.  Perbaps this memory guided them o sel aboml soon after el
arrival here, and plon o place where they might find streagth and comfort t
carry on agains: he wdversities in seitiing tl i

Ag some of the early pionesrs chose wiod angd others Uhe QTigsy
praizie lands, we find the homes scattered over o wule territary,  Jhat the
were i neighlborly group ond as they chatfed together, or even wied: the
ciranced to meer, they guite ofien discussed ir necd of aospirituad douder
Thus it was, that on May 25th, 1839 the chuwreh people convened 1o consider
the prganizgation of a clhureh, under either the New or Ohl Sehool My
On Fune 8, 1839, they met again and organized the first Prasbyterios churclh
in Stark County. The recerd states that John Davis, o regubarly or
elder from Providence church in Tennessee, presided and received it
suvel; Fronces k i
rodaell, Thom: !
irgaret, John Turobull aod
Helsy, William Parks and
aniad Pides Phannah Faller, Aoy
e,

Cand even fnonambers b owas st
ema compact G mature men and won
3 10 this eemmenity

Willtarn ar raving been an erdained elder in Vinonis wis elocsed
with jolin ks 1o 3 as rubing ebders. Willlam Parks was ideso «
ed clerk of the sesston,  Of the nineleen members fSfween voted Do the O]
Gchool form apd so the church was of that wpe

Agnes, Mary W
Moore, and Ad

I char
that time, bei
infiuence for

W ok thel




On October 2Tth, 1839, Liberty Stone and his wife Julis, were baptived
and received into the communion of the church and in November, 1841,
Betsy Oliver, Charlotte Oliver, Eliza 1'arks and Rebecca Currier were adides)
w the number. The church in the wilderness kept growing until it soun had
w membership of more than forty persons. There seems never to have been
a resident pastor, but the names of R B Dobbins and W, 1. Frazer appear us
muderntory in some of the first entries.  Later, Rev. K, Scudder ligh seems
16 have prosided at their bHusiness meetings and conduocted servicus on Sale
Laths. He was an interesting choracter, a bachelor who tived newr Tiskihwa,

Tand many amusing reminisences of him were related by the okl setters.
Conning a long distence to minister o them, he naturally made Jong visits
and preached long sermons. One benevolent old gentleman, at another puint
m the county, was 50 moved by the evident wenriness and discomfort of the
Iitrle folks on these occasions that he provided himsell with « large pan of
“deughnuts” which be passed around abeut noon, te tie great relief of the
hunwry children, and appitrently without in the least attracting the attention
of the reverend speaker or disturbing his ling of thought, theugh we imagine
many of the good church folk woulld have relislud o bite, too.

Rev, W FoVasl a minister from Wethersfield, and for a long time, o
atissionary 10 the bidians in the west, Jabored at Oscevia as sarly as the
winter of 1837 Wihile his name dues not sppear un the records, his appuint-
ments were part of the vne at the old schoolbouse on the State Road, where
luter this church was organized. He, no doubt, was o “Congregativnalist” and
supporied by "The Home Missionary Society,” while this Oscecli charch was
a true blue Preshyrerian, The church contnued to hold its sessions and
services in the old school house for several years and was regularly repre-
sented in Presbytery dind Synod up to 1850,

Owing to change of residence amony its members and the deaths of
athers, it bater dishanded, The first buptism was that of Robert Alexander
Turnbull, born August 2l 140, baptized Sept. 26th, 1840, and died Janusry
10, ML There were forty-three members Lelomuing hetween 1838 and Aug-
ust, 1865, when the records ceased. The exact location of this church coulid
not be learned, though 105 known o have been near o grove in or around
{Oscenla,

However it had been the worshiping place for many of our pinneer fure-
fathers, bafore the Scoteh element withdrew w form a church of its own,
west of the river, in vur Jittle villnge of Elmira. The remaining ones did not
forsake theit trust, hut merged with other congregations, Somie of the roats
of vur churches in Elnira were deeply embedded in this staunch Qsceols
church of the old school constitation,  Yesrnings for a4 church and services
of their own kepl growing in our few community, and so everyone rejouced
when, in the falt of 1849, Rev. N, C. Weede of Fairfield, now La Prairie, in
Marshall Co., began o come over occasionally and preach 1o this group in
Elmira.

Chn Tune 130h, IHB0, by uppointment of Preshytery, the persons interested,
miel in the Elours Schoal House, with Rev, N O Wesde as moderatur, and
twn ruling elders, James Ross and George Davidson, from his Fairfield
church, and organized o cungregatian to be known by the name of The
Assocvinte Reformed Prashyterian Congregation of Osseola, in Stark County,
Hhnors, under the care of the First Associnte Reformed Proshytery of Hlinois.
The folluwimng persons were received inio the church that day by certificnte:
Rehert Turnbull and his wife Margarer, John Turnbull and his wife Margeret,
itobert scott and his wife Helen, Henry Scotr, Samue] Walker and his wife
Edzabeth, Witham Turnbull and his wife Mary, and Charlene Darby. the
wife of James Darby, and by examiunation and public nfession, Puncan
Murchison and his wife Elizabeth, Alexander Rule, Robert Turshell, fof W,
Tarabull's family) and his wife FKlizabeth, Lones Turmbudl af W, Purn
boll’s family) and his wife Ann. making o tota! of nineleen. Al Roiert
Turabntbl, having been formerly a reling eliler in the Oscenla Preshyternan
chureh. was unaniniously chosen by these members as ruling elder,

In Octolrer, 1B82. the congrepation voted to chunge Gs name from “The
Aspiciate Relormed Preghyterian Chureh of Gsceslin,” & "The Associare Re-
forined Preshyterinn Chureh of Elmira,” to correspond with the Post OfMice,

For three years they met and worshipped in the Elsira school house,
then at a mesting beld ot the home of John Turalatl, with Robert Rule, pro.
sihing and John Turnboil as Secretary, 10 was reselved that Fialey Murchisen,
Win B Turnbudl, Robert Rule ang Heary H. Oliver be s comunittee te jocate
#osite on owiich 1o build g church, On December 24th, 18582, John Turabull,

Robert Tuenbull and Gideon Purdom were elected first trustees. A sub.
scription paper was drawn ¢p, to which sixty-five mune were writlyn, repre-
mying $892.
* ‘]nglinuary 1863, the sum of twenty dollars was paiid 10 C!i11ll}n Fulter for
one acre of land, just east of his store, and a contract mile with Isine W,
Searl to build a church, thirty feet by forty fect, fuor 3L376. The foundation
i i icholson,
was ]I:':u;)tniczgmrlt)g]:,erllsg, Thomas Turnbull, William Turnbull, and Willkam
Oliver were elected trustees. ) .

In January, 1886, the seats were numbersd and a price for renting
adppted. At the same tme some money was borrowed, 1wo hundred doltirs
of which brough twenty per cent. The pew rent brouwht §225.

On March 30, 1857, The Associate Presbyterian and Associate llcfum}cd
Presbyterian churches united as The United Preshyterian Chureh of America,
thus the name of this church was changed in Muy 1BBE, to “The Untted Pres-
byterian church of Hlmirs, by which title it bas since boen knows,

In 1860 the church was re-sented and painted wnder the supervision of
Messrs, Graham, Oliver and Grieve. [n 1861 pew rons were abolishod and
the church remodeied. About this titme & church tox was raised by regular
assessmient, something like county taxes. This continued a fow years until
it gave place to voluntary contributions, .

In Junuary, 1878, a motion providing thut the trustees procure substitutes
for hats to take up the weekly collections, was adopted  The offering brues
purchased then, were used to tuke up the offering at the Centennial, They
were queer shiong boxes about eight inches long by four inches wide amd
scarcely two inches deep, lined with velver aad Sl o rewnd bumdle aboot
thirty 1nches fong from the end of each one, Tn the old days these baandles
enalited the ushers to reach 2l the people in exch pew.

T IBBL. the question of admitting organ wrusie into the church was du-
cided negatively by eleven for, to sivteen against, However, hier, an organ
s purchased and duly instatled amid wuch confusion of tengues and sene
heart aches. .

In Tanunry 1883, Robert Grieve, Moggie Rule and Junet Jackson were
chigsen as a committes to select books for a library in the Sabbath Schoal
and before tong a libravy of four hundred volumes wis cstablisbed, affurding
much good reading for the commiunity.

Druring the pastorate of Hev, John Montpomery, bevweesn the yeors of
1866 and 1RTY, the congregation purchased six aores of glebe hand Jocaied in
the narth part of Elmira, and a commodicus parsonage costing between two
and three thowsand Jdollars, was erected upon it Rev, Montgomery moved
inte this house in the autumn of 1867, The havse, although changal somy-
what by remodeling, still stands, and is new the home of Mroand Mrs,
W, Futler and family, being purchased by them after the federation when the
church no longer needed it for a parsonage. ) )

During the peried in the 80s, while the congregation was worshipping
in their neat snd compact charch busiding with its straight-huck, srrmw-
seat pews and plain windoews, they saw the need of a Brger and betier Builds
ing, so the old building w, aobd to Peter Myer and ausved o his farns, oow
Robert Hyer's, 1o be used as o hay barn. Wou may sec s there at the present
time, one might add, a home for “tmethy” Yo 1803 the new church
Duilding was erected at a cost of 533,500. Mary new members came in about

i and the church prospered,
lms(;}i:‘g::blmth aftemoorz}, 3'):;>.)cemhcer G¢h, 1900, while Rev, }V. I Drraw wil
pastor, the church building caught fire and E':urnm‘lh down. T he congregation
soan made plans for rebuildiag and work bewan, The beavlilul new fwodern
ehurch costing $4.500 was dedicated free of debt un Ociaber 13, 1901 Tl
hailding, with modern improvements added from e o thue, boused thi

i d utic 2 fouderati F e two e hrehes, the Pres
Paalm-singing congregation until the federation af the twag 5,
Tyterian ‘z%ﬂd the Dnited Preshyterian jn 1928 The federation decided L st
the recently remodeled and tryer Presbytenan churei, so the Vhited Thes

byterian cliurch was !m’n1 (;ﬂ\i:‘ DAL prasent the congregaiion stll owng vhe
property just east of the Fhnira store. ) X

]“W\?ﬁixi\u?e congrepation moved into the new churel buildmg fn 1893, they
Left behind some of their customs of pioneer days. O»ne of El\s‘ﬁf‘.\f‘z:}s \_hw
form of Communion Service. The arrangement of the new L'?nl)tch il .-:(‘l:W‘H
of the changes necessary, They still kent tlie preparad TYIRL :;Axm'u.m;
afterncen before Communion, at which tokens woe i ‘rn it O (,xmm‘]uu;
jon Sabbath a long narrow board, neatly coversd with n white linen cluth
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was tu be found placed across the front of the church, with seats alony one
ade of i1 At the close of the sermon, Mr. Willam Oliver, the Tuther of
e, john Ho Gliiver, would rise and Jead in the singing of a Psalm and the
members would reverently walk up the aisle and take their seats at the
tabfe.  When the seats were filled, the singing ceased and the minister {or
cider) would Hit the big pewter pitcher and il rhe twoe pewter conmuunion
cups with the wine, and the cups would be passed along, ench communiant
partaking by aking a sip. The bread used was aiwiays the unleavesed bre!
cut inta small squares and covered with a linen cloth, Each communicant
Jusnded in his foken from Saterday, as he went to the table. When this uroup
hod Amished, Mr Obver again bod the singing while the communicants took
their seats and others came up to the table. This continued unti 211 nad
partaken.  The seevice closed witly reverently singing a Psalm and prayer.

Although the table was not used in rthe new building, the large cups were
wsed for osome time hefore an individoal communion service svas puichased,

The United Presbhyterion Chorel hiag heen noted for s genereng giving
to Miswons. The varmus oeginzizations, The Lidtios Missionnry Society, The
Young Peoples mocivty, Jondors and the Chair, have all bad gomd records and
many yood woerkers grew up amony memnbers

The Ministers follow:
Rew. N Weede, installed June 15, 1850, Released April 8, 1857,
jon AL Graham, installee Now, 1 IBET. Reloised Sept. 1, 1H65.
Tubn . Montgomery, instatled Sept 18, 18 Helewsed Apr. 1, T8
Rev, John M Herderson, jnstalied oo 31, 38730 JRohueed Oct, 18, 1684
And within the memery of many of us:
Teew. fames Frank Ross,
W, James W, Drew,
ey, . Frank Read,
Kev, W 5. MaecDougall,
Rew. 1208 e Quiston,
Rev, W L Torrence,
Rev. ] A. Greer,
and Hev, A0 N Porter, acha w

o,

statesd supply when we federated in 1928,

Arnd now we must g0 baok severid years, for while all this was going on,
ather churehes bod Sprung up in our wee viftage, and they all helped (o make
the history of aur community

Hefore the year 1856, there was a group of Sty or mare persens in Blmira
and ihe surrounding couniry who coold get very littie oot of an Engtish
service. although most of them understond Lopiish and s e it haltingly,

Because the Eaglish speaking foiks of the commumlty apprecinted the
et priviieges cegelar church warsiip, they felt sorry for any one de-
peived wf such worship asd oser abour findimg ooway o have 1he pospel
preached to them in e rengue. The only place from which to get
ministers who could give thy sl both English and Daelic was Canidin
suoin BB 4 group of the tedd ty apply to the Syned of
Wi Preshytersan Chivreh of Canada for o sinister who couhd preach in hoth

Ciaetic and English,  [tev, Dencan MolPermid was seat we them for two Sab-
Taths aftes which they were without a supply for seversi years. In 1862,
Gne speaking ministers from Canuda began coming wain, and auong

Them were Rev. Adam MceRay, Fev, Lochlin Cameron and Rev, Forbes,  In
1864 the congregatiun applicd to be reseived into the Presbyteriun Chuech
uf Capads, whitch wis granted, and in Lemion, the presbytery appointad Kev,
Archibald MeDermid to organize the congregation and eleci elders. On
Tanuary 30, 1868 & unanimous call was extended w Rev, Alexander Mchay of
Canada st he becsme the fivss pastor, O furs recorded were Hev, Nead
SMeDermidd, Rev, Miller and Rev, Baker sofest elders were Jnines Arme
strorg, Jolin MeLensan and Ponald Meiooald

The first services of 1his Gaelw church wure hield in the homes of the
wembhers oy i the Mlethodist Episcopal Chureh ued] 166, when the record
sf e first meeting in the Gaclie and FEoglish secting touse was made,  In
July, 1868, the records speak of it as the Knox Gaelic Church for the first
tiore, Flos ehuireh was ahoul thirsy by forty feet, plainly Buill with a squat
sleeple, large o ' ned comfortabie pews, o hallowsy with an entranoe
W oreghtoand lefl, white the middle section cuataingd the Sabbiath School
Lobrary aned & seat or fwo for mothers with arying babies,  Coul stoves were
un e pight andt Jeft sides. There wias no organ used but instead the congre-
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gation sang with 4 precentor. Little John Afurchison seeats to hove boen the
one who served most af the time. A funny story is told ubout ene of these
song services. One Sunday when the United Preshyteriing hud po services,
Hev, and Mrs. Weede, at that time way up in years and guite deaf, came
inwo the Gaefic church and sat wp on the front seat, AL the cluse of the
survice the minister announced that they would sing o cortain Peabin bogine
ning with the Bith verse and singing sty verses, There were Seventy-two
verses in the Psabm, Now Rev. and Mrs Weede Joved o sing and jual threw
back their heads and lef the od Psalm ring oul. When the congregaiion hud
sung the six verses, Little John closed his book in remdiness fur the hene-
diction, but the spngsters oh the front seat had not heard the minister an-
nounce six verses and without waiting for much of a bruath-intike, started
out an the next verse. Little John quickly caught up with them aomd sung
one more verse, apain closing his ook, it not so the vishing singers. Thay
Ted the singing through to the end of the Psalm all vighteen verses

These sturdy Scowchmen made much of ther chureh seevices. Ther
Subbath School was at .80 o'clock., The English sermen at eieven aml the
slic service ot twelve o'clock. Wednesday evening was always Prayer
Meeting night. Communions were very special ocoasions. They really hepan
on Thursday preceding Communion Sabbath which was always "last day”
when very simple meals were served. On Sarurday at the preparatary seovice
tokens were given out and taken by the elders orominister as the comumciuis
filed past them on their way to the communion table Alter the seamon
everyone joined in singing the one bundred thivd Fsalm, winle Hhie plices
wore filled st the tobie, mueh bke the United Proshytesians did, The Usalm
continued until others Alled the places and all were served, On Momdays
after Communion everyong attended @ Thanksgivieg Service nt the charely

The gprester part of ihe members had aames with a Highland ring w
them fike MacDonaid, Mclennan, McRae and many others

Some of our older residents today remember attending this church when
they were small children and being allowed to siip actoss the Frath boogrer B
drink between sery from the "Old Oaken Gucket” at Clinton Fuliers.
Usually these children were allowed to play auvtside during the services £t
Gaelic, Sometpne during the 80's the church was dishanded, its moembors
going (v the other churches in the community and the building, later, wos
wrecked and the lumber s01d.

The establishment of the Knox
wistory to Elmiy
whers services we

At ihis smme time our cammunity had several families of Methodisis
Before 1859, the Fullers, Clarks, Ferris, and Hudsons were the ooly ones. and
Hs were members of the Osceala church, Then Rev, W 1 Saith heldd
revi meetings and many others jomed thent  Application was mide fu
Wethersfield oreult for membership and they were adinitted

About the same time Osceols and Saion Methodist churehes were vstal-
lishied about equal distances east and west, on the state road hatween three
and four miles from Elmira,

On March 7, 1859, a meeting was held to consider the question of hasldiag
A choreh,  Rev, Wl Smith presided and W AL Folicr acied sy secietany,
M. John M, Clark and, W. M, Fuller were appuinted o commities on buond amd
Elisha Clark and Matthew Bell as a building comnnttes. Evoryone woent i
work with a will, Fhe chareh built on a half nore of fand donauet by AL G
Brace, and located tust east of the Rlmira schoolhouse, was completod ol
dedicated that fall.

The Methodises were good workers and kept theie building in fine shane|
fut their chureh being located in & stromp Preshytlerien conmuiity, coased
1o exist when weslkened by removat of memnbers. The building was suhd and)
the proceeds given to the Towlon Methodist chureh. The huilding bt
horned down,

In writing this histary of churches in Elmive we feel it would et be
camplete withost meationing The Cumberfand Chireh. White not Tocated i
Elmira its nearness made attendance possible for many of the carly familie
around Elmira. .

Records of this church seem fo be lost so the following s put fogethie
from references and reminiscences of some of the obder vosidents af oo
community.

The Cumberiznd Presbyterinn Church, better known as the kloun
Church, from its lecatinn near the Mound southeast of Ehnira, exisied @

b

lie churgh Brought a bit of u
Cfor it is thought to be the aaly plage in tha United &
e conducied in Gaelic

que
ares
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the same time as the closing years of the Osceola Preshytgrian church and
the Leginnings of ¢lhers in Elmira. 1ts membership included many uf the fam-
ilies that lived nearby, the Funk, Fowier, Hepperly, Holmes, Norris, Blanchard,
Fleming, Tuttle and cther families, The church was logated on the eust side
of the road eading from the Motnd School o Earnest Jacksons and near ti€
Juckson corner, while the parsonage was midway al the ¢luster of trees siill
standing, .

The churck was the typical long low building mostly vsed in those days
with windows on the sides and the door in the front end. The pulpit wis at
the back end and above it the chimney, with a stove pipecoming out from it
that divided into (wo parts and ran down 1o the wo stoves. one vn either
side of the church. One of our older residerls, in describing it (o mg, re-
marked: "Well do I remember the night that the Lightning struck the church,
ran down those stove pipes, leaving burned streaks on the walls on each
side.” The pews were the straight back narrow seat type that did their best
16 keep one from going to sleep in church.

Duriny 1668 and 186D & Mr. Charles Foster from Brandford ciame over anil
conducted a singing schoul in the church building and many were the enjoy-
able evenings spent there. Since entertainment was scarce in those days,
the early settlers thoreughly enjoved every oppurtunity to be together for
a sociid evening.

Rev, Mr. Tavlor is known to have preached there at one time and the last
regular minister, Rev. Mr. Baker, who with his wife and two children lived in
the parsonage and ministered to the people for some time. Later visiting
ministers came occasionally and sometimes services were held therg by 1he
Baplists from Modena,

Just previous to 1880 a number of families who did net feel ot home n
any of the churches in Elmira, formed o Sabhath School, whose meetings were
held in the Methedist chureh building through courtesy of the trustees.
Under the leadership of i1s »uperintendent, Abel Armstrong, the school
fourished and attendance increased. After a few months the older people
felt encouraged to apply for preaching supplies. Through conference sith
Rev. John Weston of Pecria, Rev. T. . Scott of Galesburg was engaged to
preach each alternate Sabbath until the next presbytery ineeting. DBy this
time it seemed wise to apply for admittance into Peoria Presbytery. On May
&, 1BBl, The Presbyterian Church of Elmira was formally organized by a
committee consisting of Rev, John Weston and Rev, F. G Scoli, ministers,
and Alexander Milroy. an elder, Twonty-two persons were examined at theiy
uwn request according to the usages of the Presbyterian Church and thus
became the charter members of the ¢hurch, They were Abel Armstrong,
Georyge Armstrong, Robert Armstrong, Mrs. Jane Armstrong, Mrs. Catherine
Scott, Mary Gliver, Addie Stevenson, Daniel Dodd, Mrs, Mary Buchanan, Mrs,
Mary MeRase, Mary Adams, Mrs, Annie Armstrong, William Beattie, Mrs,
Elizabeth Oliver, Mrs, Christina Stevensen, Carrie Stevenson, Mrs. Irene Dodd,
Alexander Buchanan, Rebecca Mcae and Ovanda Beaver. Abel Armstrong
and George Rutherford were elected ruling elders,

Rev. Weston conducted the organization and preached the sermen. Only
two of those charter members remain today, Qvanda Beaver of Castleton, and
Alexander Buchanan, now past his four score yenrs, who Lves near Elmira
and attends our services regularly, quite often walking t and from chureh,

In 13ecember, 1881, it was resolved at a congregational mecting to huild a
<hurch. The folluwing persoms were elected an executive committee: John
Armstrong, Joseph Chapman, Robert Armstrong, George Armstrong, William
Beattie, George Holmes, Alexander Buchanan, Juhn Hindmuarsh, Henry Scott,
Williamy Stevensen, James Cinnamon, Johr G. Tornbull, Thniel Dodd and
John Fowler.

Clinton Fuller kindly offered to donate a suitable plot of ground and his
offer was gratefully accepted. Varicus committers worked faithfully and
soan the church building was completed. On Decomber 15, 1882, the first
congregaticnal meeting was held in the new chureln,  The building at that
tme consisted of what is the main part of the chareh teaday. A manse was
built soon afterward on the road west from the church,

Many fine and warthy leaders hive appearcd among the pasters here.
Duoring Rev. Dr. A 8. C. 'Clarke's pastorate the choreh was remodeled and
more suitably arranged for its work. Also during his stay a noticeahle in-
crease in gifts to both home and foreign missions was sten. Do Willism
Hiram Foulkes, ex-moderator of the Pregbyterian church, had this church as
his first pastorate, During his s1ay here he took advantage of a schulurship
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and spent six monihs in Scotland, leaving his work here in charie of Hev, 3
G, Stouffer. During Rev. C. H. Becker's pastorate the church waa remundeled
and the kitchen added, among various ether improvements,

The Presbyterian church has always worked Tor the eat interests of the
community. It has a well organized Sabbath Schaol amd Missionary Sociviy,
2 good church attendance and the work of 1he variouy nrg.mi/..ni_un.» s (TR
noteworthy., From its membership several bhave gone inte acuive vhisinn
service: Miss Sibella Rutherford as a home missivmary e Menaul Schoo]
Albuguerque, New Mexico, George A, Armstrung to fehowiu, Chima, wha
was supported by the bome church during his nine yeirs there, and Miss
Amelia Buchanan, a member of the church, whe is wurking nnder 1he Faith
Mission in Central Africa.

The foliowing ministers have served the Presbyterian chuscir Rev, TG
Scott, Rev. John Weston, Rev. A 5. C. Clark Rev, William 11 N Foulhs,
Rev. W. I. ‘Alexander, Rev. E. H. Thias, Rev. Charles G. St w, Hewv, %
A. Munneke and Rev. O. Harrison Becker.

In recent years the church people of Elmira thought much abont fonminy
a federation. It seemed the wise thing to do and so in 1928, decidig mane
good might thereby be accomplished in the community, the lwo runuidniayg
churches, The United Presbyterian and The Presbyterian were fedvraned,
neither church having an installed paster at the time. Soon Rev. D4
IDecherd was chosen as our leader. Rev. and Mrs, Decherd accompiisiond
much during their stay here, before going as missionaries 1o Syrin,  Lev. ¥,
Cr. Pratt has been our minister since then, until his resignation List aonh,
His sincere eforis have been felt over the wide territory vomprising the
membership of the church. The church is the center of gveryihing amd our
community reaches out in all directions far as the homes of ils menbers,
Our choir has been loyal and faithful and deserves worthy mention.

We almost wish that by some magic we could make the pown: "Hackward,
Turn Backward, Oh, Time, In Your Flight” come true. We shounld like, as
we celebrate our one hundreth anniversary to ler those fine sthunch, ohl
ptoneer forefathers of ours have a glunpse of our community tuday. lts
churches all banded together under one roof, working tor the gond of the
community, meetings made easy to attend repardless of wenther, fs every
home has a gravel road from iy, while many are fortunate enough o live
o the cement road that carries a busy line of triflic through our Hule
village, The Aerial Beacon beside the road just east of Ehmirs continuadly
Rashing & guiding light 1o the planes above, reminds we of one of onr tine
Scotchmen who said: to him that beacon was a constant remimder of et
The Lower Lighls Be Burning,” So may we of today lel our ii_gl}!.s thisl Bl
such a splendid beginning one huadred years ago, keep on shining and cur
comtnunpity keep on growing,

Mrs. Eva EHiott Turnbull,
BIBLIOGRAPHY ;-

For much of this information [ sm indebted to the reminiscenves ul
several of the older residents of obr community and to the followimg

Historical Sketches by Mr. W. H. Jackson and Mrs. E. ). Jackson.

History of Stark County by M. A Leeson.

Stark County and Its Piongers by Mrs, E. H. Shallenberger.
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THE TURNBULL CLAN

MR, AND MHS, JOHN TURNHULL

Let us go now to the Hills of Bonnie Scotland in the year 1300, King
Robert Bruce was out hunting, and he was attacked by a wild bull and
thrown from his horse. A Knight stepped from the crowd, threw himself
between the King and the bull, and with great strength grasped the bull by
the horns, threw it 10 the ground and killed it, The King was very thankful,
and calling the man (o him satd, "What is your name?” The man said, “My
name is Roule” The King snid, “Henceforth you shall not be known by the
same Roule, but by the name Turnbull, and | endow thee with great weajth.”
So goes the story of the origin of the name Turnbull, and there is a record of
land being granted by King Robert Bruce to one William Turnbull in 1315,
and he is presumed to be the one who saved the King's lfe.

The name, Turnbuli, was first found in $cotch Mistory in $300. It is also
found in varicus forms of Trunbull, Trubles, Turnball and Trubdly.

Fumilies of this nmme were found at early dates, not anly in Scotland,
but in English Counties of York and London, and were of the landed gentry
and hunters of Great Britain, And records show them fighting ia British
wars as far back as the fifteenth century.

One of the first of the names in America is Witliam Turnbull, whe came
Irom Scotland in 177¢ and settled in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His two
brothers came five years later and settled in Virginia.

Among the Turnbulis who fought in the Revelutionary War is found a
Captain Stephen of Virginia, and Brevet Major Charles of Pennsylvania,

Then as now, one finds the names John, Walter, James, Thomas, Edward,
Wifliam, Robert and Charles, the favorite names of the Turnbulls,

The Turnbulls, as well as all Scotch peuple, have heen noled for their
energy, budusiry, piety, persevereace, fortitude, courage snd loyalty,

From this stock contes the man we are interested in today, better kpown
to us as Uncle Johnnie Turnbull, He was boarn in RHaxhureghshies, Seotland
{on the southern border), November 23, 1806, Mis Father, Robert Turnbull,
after heing discharged from the Briush army, marcied Ellen Brydon and en-
gaged in farming in Scotland, Starting at the tender age of eight and one
half years, Unele Johnnie servad as cowherd for eight years fur Thomas Sta-
vart, HMe then took charge of a fluck of sheep, snd in 1826 removed 1o Loch
Carrun, Russhir svhefe he wis shepherd for Adim Scott uptil coming to
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America. On February 22, 1833, he married Margaset, daughter of Thomas
and Margaret Oliver,

On June 14, 1837, he, his wife, his mother, his brother Hebert, his wifv
and their family. Thomas Oliver, his wife and their family, Robert Hule and
James Graham, set sail for America. Arriving it Quebee alter six wevks al
sen, al} except Robert Turnbull, his wife and their family and s mothe
journeyed up the St Lawrence River, then across the country o Ning
Fulls, thence Buffalo, New York, Finding the only passenger Loat at {he
wharf under quarantine, they took an old schooner boumd Tor Chicagu.

They were all very curicus zbout America, and as they passed some of
the islands the men would wade ashore in quest of discoverivs, Once they
found a few potatoss growing and some vines like nothing they hiad cver
seen, bearing gigante fruit which they wanisd to tasie.  As hete was no
sign of life and the food on the schooner was very poor they thougnt is
would be no mortal sin 1o help themselves. Back on the schooner they all
tasted the new fruit which proved very disappeinting. I wis a gruen
pumpkin,

When they reached Chicago they found it to be a low, sandy Nai, with
here and there a cheap dwelling or warehouse, and thought the Americans
must be short of land on which to build a city.

From Chicago, they went to Joliet where they found two vacant cabins;
the neighbors told them to “move right in” which they gladly <did,  Tiey
cut the prairig grass which gave them clean beds and food for (heir \woe cows
which they had bought from passing drovers.

Leaving his family here, on Janoury &, 1838, Uncle Jehnnie started out
with 2 man by the name of Parker who owned patents on Governmoent land,
to find his future home. Mr. Parker went on horse-back an! Uncle Johnnie
afoot, knowing very vaguely where they were to meet but somewhere near
Wyoming., After much hardship and suffering from the severe winter he
met his man, but being somewhat skeptical of the government man he tnally
bought 140 acres from the Lyle family in the Osceola Grove, with the option
to buy more Later he hought the 160 acres known to us as the Georygs Bonrd-
man farns which lies b -mile northeast of Elmira, from the Goverament hy
poying 325 Squatter’s Rights. He chose this land because its hills remindud
him of Scotland and was desirable for sheep raising,

He trudged back to Joliet and with Adam nnd Andrew Oliver rigged up
an ox sled and two half broken steers and set forth in 20° below zero wenther
for their new home,

One must mention here the pluck of the wemen. Despite the culd
weather of mid February and the pleadings of the neighbors, his wife insisted
dporr going on with the men and wouldn't hear 0 staying behind. And on
February 14, 1838, they arrived safely at the Lyle cal The rest ol the
winter eight Lyles and thirteen Turnbulls and Qlivers lived in & 16° 518"
cabin, and they suceceded in doing it harmenivwsly, which certuinly spoaks
well for them,

Having no vegetables, meat or bread, they lived on boiled corn ind notk
from their one black cow. Hut that summer their crops were splendid and in
the fall they bought a hoy, and now that they had hacon to add o theis
meny Lhey considered themselves very well fed, indeed.  Thus, passad twe
first year in America.

Uncle johnnie to6k pride in the fact that his first vote was cast [or Henry
Clay. 1 lost it,” he said, "But he was a grand old man” He served Ehnirn
as Justice of the Peace for over thirty years and Superviser for three yueors,
and was a school director for several years. He was an original member of
the United Presbyterian Church of Elmira.

In 1B29 he was listed as having an assessed value of personsd property
wnounting 10 two hundred and three dolkirs,

In 1840 he was among the six who had built homes on the west side of
Spoon River, of whom the others were: Thomns Oliver, Ayrile Brave, Anthirose
Fuller, Henry White and Alfred Woodwarsd,

He and his wife had no children of their owi, hat his nephaie, Willinm
B. Turnbull, and her brother, Henry Oliver, Hvid with (hem For years, and
they reared the following orphans: Lusetta Woedward, Jane, Thomas, Anna
and William Rule, and Mary and Mattie Phelan.

His brother Robert came to Stark County in Une wintter of 1838-39. e
bought land abour one mile east of Eimira, now the Urvitle Murray Fore, sl
lived thete until his death November 23, 1874, at the age ol seventy«ive yoars.
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Among Ris chidren were Wiliam B Thomas, John G, Buphia, and Helen Lorn
1 seotfand, Robers, James, Adam and George afier coming 1o America,

Anciher brother, Wiliiam, who was a shepherd o Seotland, Flasygaw
in B4R with his wife Mary Flarvey, and their chitdren, Rabert, George, James,
Jobe 3B Alexander, William T Thomas, £llen, Elzabeth, Margarer snd
stepiina e to Quebes, thence to Chicage smd by canal to Fesu,
Hhnoir  From La Solle, lobery and James walked acruss the country to
siark County,  The others went on to Chitlicothe and were there met by
Unecle Julinnie and one of the Olivers whoe conveyed them o their rew home

He purchased 160 acres of wild land one and onehadf mides north of
Elmirs, which i5 the present home of David and Mary Ellen Turabull, and
with ki { o built o osnug honss, part of which stitl srands, showing its
haged-heas bens, broke the land amd estabimbed o splendid faom {or Bs
fanrify. He died July 12, 1882 ae the age of oigbi-live years

Another brother abwut whom we wers able 1o gather 2 hitle information
nk, who fought in the decisive hattle of Waterloo,
irbulls prospered well and today ane finds them in all parts of
the Lanited States and even in Conada, They have anomheoted hiking for
the sail becavse Vhe majority of them stifl follow the Hfe work of their fore-
fathees——farming and stock rosing.

We should mention some of the eerly settlers whe helped our pianesrs
The Buswells, Hidls, Lyles, Parks, Seeleys, Sturms, Spencers, Winslows and

S

2

Whittakers wha lived sast of Spoon River were always willing te lend o
heiping hand by giving aid in any way possibie

T am indebied to the oldest Turnbull Hving in this community, Adan
Turabull, for much of my local informiation.  His aremory s unusuadly koen
andg he can recall many interesting happenings of those carly days. Je i an
ingpiration to hear o telf of thetr joys and trinls in making this ane of the
warden spots of the country.

Mary Tuenhull Oattosn,

Chicago, 1llinois, Juns 26, 14538,
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