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Spital Mansion built by Thomas Leadbetter. Photograph taken 4 or 5 
years after completion of the outer shell around 1918 -1920.

Continued on Page 7

Spital Tower has a long-recorded history with the Turnbull name 
being cited as early as 1619 the lands of Spittal, being first men-
tioned in the Jedburgh Abbey records in 1138. 

The Church of Scotland is speeding  up its plans to sell the Kirk in 
Bedrule, considered by many to be Turnbull ground zero. This deci-
sion, due mainly to financial upkeep and dwindling membership, is 
affecting many churches throughout Scotland. 

In 1545, Henry VIII ordered the Earl of Hertford with his large Eng-
lish army to enter the Scottish borders and lay waste to all villages, 
towns, farms, towers and castles. They burnt or destroyed 12 Towers 
in Rulewater, one of which was almost certainly Spital Tower.

spital tower and the bid to save bedrule kirk

However, only 40-50 years later, the Abbotrule Map prepared by 
Timothy Pont in the 1580’s-1590’s, as part of the first detailed map-
ping of Scotland (shown above) portrayed Spital Tower, marked 
“Toure” as a substantial structure on the northern slope of “Rub-
berslaw”, which suggests a full and fairly rapid recovery from the 
depredations. 

It is recorded at this time that in 1551, a Gavin Turnbull was occupy-
ing the lands of Spital Tower.

By 1619, Thomas Turnbull (3rd and shared brother to 2nd Laird, 
James Turnbull) was confirmed as a tenant of Spital, witnessed by 
Robert Turnbull, brother to the Laird of Bedrule, Clan chief of the 
Turnbulls. 

In 1643, the Touris of Rouleowde (Tower of Rule Wood) was valued 
at £104. Reference to a John Turnbull as a tenant was again made 
in 1811, with his son William G. Turnbull inheriting both farms in 
1857; the Spital Mill and Spital Tower.

By 1912, a Thomas Greenshields Leadbetter had purchased and be-
gun construction of a new mansion house. The following year, he 
purchased the farm of Spital Tower and in 1914, he began to rebuild 
Bedrule Church for his brother-in-law. 

In 1975, May Leadbetter the wife of Thomas, passed away and left 
the entire estate to her nephew Alan Bailey and his family, who cur-
rently occupy and hold the title of Spital Tower.

In 2024, Spital Tower Estate achieved its Wildlife Estates Scotland 
Accreditation.

The future of Bedrule Kirk?

History of the Area

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
                  ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED
                           Looking for a way to further your education or 
                            deepen your connection to Scottish tradition? 

The Turnbull Clan Association is excited to offer
scholarships designed to support members and their families in 
their pursuit of continuing education or exploration of Scottish 
heritage.

Previous recipients have used the scholarship for a variety of en-
riching experiences, including funding college education, pursuing 
graduate degrees, and taking Scottish dance lessons. 
Whether you’re seeking to expand your knowledge or embark on a 
new learning adventure, this scholarship could be your boost.

                      Applications are open until 31st May. 
The recipient will be announced at the annual AGM and featured 
in The Bullseye, the clan’s newsletter.

Don’t miss this opportunity to further your educational journey 
and celebrate the rich traditions of the Turnbull Clan!
       Read about past recipients and find out how to apply. 

            Apply for the Turnbull Clan’s Scholarship at:
     turnbullclan.com/scholarship. All ages welcome to apply.



Bullseye 				                March -  Apri l  2025	                                           Page 2 of  9

BULLSEYE
The Bullseye, is the Turnbull Clan Association Worldwide (TCA) 
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How about submitting a photo 
of your Scottish adventures to 
share with the Turnbull Clan 
readers throughout the world.

  

Just send the photo or photos 
together with your information 
or stories of your experiences 

to the 
editor@turnbullclan.com

Share your travel adventure celebrations . . 

      We congratulate the winner who found the ‘Little Bull’. 
     Bragging rights go to Rick Turnbull in Ottowa, Canada. 
  Can you  find the other hidden ‘Bullseye Bull’ in this issue?

There are more people today of Scottish heritage origins living outside 
the boundaries of Scotland, many who still have a strong sense of their 
own Scottish heritage and who remain curious to learn more. Hence, this 
is a justifiable reason for publishing the TCA ‘Bullseye’.

As a former Newspaper printer, I enjoy composing each edition of the  
Newsletter. As the TCA  editor, my job is to inform members and those 
interested, with current events and achievements of many Turnbulls 
throughout the world. As well, my ever reliable and invaluable co-editor 
Betty Turnbull is my back-up, who also looks after the publishing.

My aim is to continue with interesting content, so to keep the interest 
for the readers, my invitation is for contributions from TCA members 
and community who feel they could donate their own short story to the 
Newsletter. The content should be generally of a positive nature and if 
possible, accompanied with a picture or two to give the readers a better 
insight. As a guide for content length, it may help to check previously 
published stories from earlier editions.

But the Bullseye is not restricted to just this. Readers may have some 
exciting travel history or experiences of places around the world related 
to the Turnbull name to share. So, here is your chance to make a personal 
contribution to the newsletter. Your story could well be of more value to 
others than you may think. You never know.
E-mail your contribution, headed ‘Bullseye News’ to 
editor@turnbullclan.com                                                                             

from the 
editor’s 
desk . . .

Over half of the available bottles of the special Turn-
bull Clan Limited Edition Whisky, now aging in the 
Borders of Scotland have been reserved. 
Don’t miss out on the opportunity to acquire your 
bottle or bottles. A donation of  $100 reserves your 
bottle today. A perfect gift to yourself or to your fam-
ily members. A gift certificate will be sent in your 
name.
Learn more and reserve today at: 
www.turnbullclan.com/whisky. Mark your place in 
this history making event! 

Sample image of the once original (blended) Turnbull whisky.

reserve a bottle of turnbull 
whisky before its too late!

 reporting and presenting the ‘bullseye’ 13 years on

Am I Scottish? is more than just a tale of ancestry; it is a heart-
felt celebration of the global, multicultural influences that 
shape who we are. Through Billy’s eyes, readers are reminded 
that no matter where we come from, we are all part of a broader 
story, and it’s the shared experiences, struggles, and triumphs 
of all cultures that bring us together.

Award-winning author Betty Turnbull is 
back with the latest installment in her beloved 
Papa and Billy series, Am I Scottish?. 
The new book takes readers on a heart-warm-
ing journey of exploration and self-discovery 
that will resonate with both children and 
adults alike.

 new book release

The book is available through retail-
ers and on Amazon.  For a limited 
time, an autographed hardcopy may 
be purchased through . . . 
            bedrulebooks.com.

The first proceeds will be donated 
to the Grandfather Mountain High-
land Games relief fund for the re-
pairs after Hurricane Helene.

 Did you know . . . 
The Eildon Hills Sir Walter Scott 
admired (Scott’s View) are the ancient remains of a chain of volcanic 
activity that stretched across the Borders 300 million years ago - long 
before the age of the dinosaurs. The hills you can see never reached 
the surface as true volcanoes. Instead, as great molten blobs, they 
were forced into the rock deep underground forming rock much harder 
than the older rocks above. Today, many of the walls around Borders
     fields are made of this hard rock . . . called whinstone.
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If you need more information or know of any other 
upcoming Highland Games where TCA can tent host, 
please contact Katherine Turnbull at the following: 

katturnbull01@gmail.com - TCA VP for Events. 

from the
president . . .
 As we reflect on the continued success and growth of the Turnbull Clan 
Association, it’s important to acknowledge the rich history that began 
back in 1977. While I wasn’t involved in the early years (being only six 
at the time!) I have had the privilege of being a part of this incredible 
association and have witnessed firsthand the dedication and strength of 
our board of directors.

We are pleased to welcome Jill Trimble to the Secretary position this 
year. We’re always looking for additional support, as a fully-staffed 
board makes everyone’s efforts easier and more effective.

I’d also like to take a moment to thank Walter Turnbull for his dedi-
cated service as President over the past two terms. He now serves as 
our Executive VP, offering invaluable guidance as I step into the role of 
President. Walter’s leadership has been instrumental, and his continued 
support has made a world of difference.

Katherine Turnbull continues to excel as our Vice President of Events. 
Her contributions are countless, and she goes above and beyond her 
role, handling projects like our DNA initiative with Fiona Turnbull. The 
DNA project, in particular, is a fascinating endeavor that continues to 
engage and inspire me.

Speaking of events, the Scottish games remain a highlight of our year. 
They offer the perfect opportunity to connect with fellow Turnbulls and 
rekindle friendships, as well as form new ones. We are thrilled to have 
the upcoming AGM at Stone Mountain, where Darin and Jill Trimble 
will be hosting our Clan tent. 

Looking ahead, I would love to see more Turnbull members hosting 
Clan tents at various games. If you’re interested in learning more or 
have any questions, please reach out to Katherine, who can provide all 
the materials and guidance you need.

Another important facet of the association is our popular bi-monthly 
newsletter, and Kenneth Turnbull deserves a great deal of credit for 
keeping it informative and engaging. The Clan’s ongoing projects—
such as the Whisky Project—are also close to my heart. I look forward 
to the Treasurers report from Sandy Turnbull which includes updates 
on the whisky sales and now . . . the addition of Turnbull Wine! Betty 
Turnbull, along with Wally, continue to be a driving force behind this, 
and the speed at which the wine project took off, is a testament to the 
enthusiasm and commitment within our community.

As we look forward to another busy year, I’m excited about the projects, 
events, and Scottish games on the horizon. We are also planning for 
another Clan trip to Scotland in 2026.

I’m excited to share that we’ll be hosting the Turnbull Clan tent for 
the first time at the Bitterroot Celtic Games & Gathering on 16th -17th 
August, 2025, in Hamilton, Montana USA. We’ll also be attending the 
Milwaukee Highland Games and the Wisconsin Highland Games, and I 
look forward to seeing many of you at these events.

Here’s to another successful year, continued progress, and a future filled 
with connection and camaraderie.

                                                                 Jeffrey Scott Trimble, President

Turnbull Clan Association will be represented at 
the following Scottish Festivals & Games in 2025

5th April - Dunedin Highland Games & Festival, Dunedin, Florida

12th-13st April - Loch Norman Highland Games, Huntersville, North 
Carolina

3rd May -  Rocket City Scottish Festival, Sharon Johnston Park, New 
Market, Alabama

17th -18th May - Smokey Mountain Scottish Festival, Townsend Vis-
itor Center, East. Lamar Alexander Parkway.,Townsend, Delaware

10th-13th July - Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, Linville, 
North Carolina. TCA clan gathering and AGM.

30th-31st Sept - Virginia Scottish Games, The Plains, Virginia

5th-7th Sept. - Long’s Peak Scottish-Irish Highland Festival, 
Estes Park, Colorado

6th - 7th September Middle Tennessee Highland Games, Tennessee

17th-19th Oct. - Stone Mountain Highland Games, Stone Mountain, 
Georgia

Have you ever con-
sidered hosting a 

Turnbull Clan Tent at 
a Scottish Highland 

Games or Celtic 
Festival?

 We can only grow with our presence at these events through our 
members volunteering to host tents! The festival season is about 
to begin and TCA would love to help get more people involved in 
hosting . . . and sharing our rich heritage! 

With a little guidance and your own creative ingenuity, you will 
soon have a place known for your hospitality, knowledge of our 
heritage and decorating skills! 

There is no better place to meet people searching for their roots, 
as well as family and friends! 

    Turnbull Clan Association 
is looking for new tent hosts!

The Games become more alive and meaningful when you find 
your clan represented with its own tent. Are you thinking you’d 
might like to host a tent at a games near you but wondering 
how to get started? GOOD NEWS! TCA will send you a start-
er kit that includes everything you need to get going.
If you are interested in learning more about 
how you can become involved with TCA at 
an event near you, please send us an email to 
our Vice President of Events, 
Katherine, at katturnbull01@gmail.com
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by Kenneth Turnbull - International News Editor

Canada - New playgrounds planned to be more accessible for all

Canada – The ‘glue’ for volunteers

An etching by the Dutch art-
ist Rembrandt has sold for 
£225,000 by auctioneers Lyon 
& Turnbull of the personal 
collection of internet entrepre-
neur and philanthropist Hugo 
Burge. Mr Burge 51, who 
passed two years ago, collect-

Scotland - Rare Dutch etching fetches £225,000 at auction

Mark Turnbull’s creer started as a Chartered 
Accountant. Foley Family Wines New Zea-
land merged with The New Zealand Wine 
Company and became Foley Wines, which 
Turnbull has led as CEO and a director since 
September 2012. 

Carol Turnbull, 
executive director 
of Saanich Volun-
teer Services So-
ciety, has over a 
decade of experi-
ence as an execu-

New Zealand – Wines director steps down

Ireland - Memorable evening hosted by Derry Chess Club

UK - Easter Egg hunt and miniature railway rides
The Cedarbarn team at Pick-
ering will host daily Easter 
egg hunts and train rides on 
the miniature railway at the 
Thornton Road venue in April. 
Organised by Cedarbarn’s as-
sistant general manager, Lau-

The City of Derry Chess Club in 
Northern Ireland hosted a memorable 
evening in mid February filled with 
warmth and camaraderie as members 
and distinguished guests, including the 
Mayor of Derry, Lilian Seenoi-Barr, 
gathered to honour Allan Turnbull’s 
significant contributions on his final 
official club night. Allan, a steadfast 
member of the club since 1975, is stepping back from his ac-
tive roles, however he will continue to enrich the club’s youth 
programs by leading weekly Tuesday sessions. As a dedicated 
member, he has extended to making chess accessible to all, 
including children with learning difficulties and the visually 
impaired.

Liam. Turnbull A UK-based 
YouTuber has revealed his $3m 
supercar collection for the first 
time on YouTube including Lam-
borghini, Ferrari, McLaren, and 
Aston Martin models. He might 
be passionate about the technical 
details, but some of the cars hold 
sentimental value. The aspiring 
billionaire even owns his child-
hood dream car. Now Turnbull 
wants to impart his vehicular wis-
dom to his followers. The Ferrari 
488 Pista is visually stunning and 
possibly the fastest in the fleet, 
and a strong financial asset.“This 
masterpiece is probably a very 
good asset to own. The collection 
is right up there with anything 
you’ll ever see.

ren Turnbull and the horticulture team, she said: “We’re look-
ing forward to welcoming families to help the Easter bunny 
find his missing eggs. Visitors will work their way around the 
egg hunt and use the letters they find on the eggs to spell a 
special word to claim their prize.”

UK – $3 million supercar display

ed a wide range of art, ceramics and furniture which he had on 
display at his homes at Marchmont House in the Borders and 
in London. The Three Trees, an etching from 1643, is widely 
considered to be one of the artist’s finest landscapes. Gavin 
Strang, managing director of Lyon & Turnbull said it was 
“honoured” to play a part in developing Mr Burge’s legacy.

tive director in Victoria’s non-profit 
sector. She works with a team of five, 
who Turnbull describes as “women 
who will drop everything to support 
our clients and volunteers if there is 
a critical situation.” Together, these 
women support Saanich residents on 
Victoria Island in independent living, 
coordinating volunteers to provide 
one-to-one services, friendship calls 
and visits. “She is the glue for our 
team,” they said. Turnbull has a natu-
ral knack for caring for others.

After a successful career, he 
stepped down as director in Feb-
ruary and will stand down as the 
CEO at the end of April. “The 
wine industry is far more com-
plicated than it seems, foremost 
you are a farmer which creates 
challenges in itself,” said Turn-
bull, adding “We have a small 
but hugely talented team, many 
have been with me for the jour-
ney from the start and something 
I will always be proud of.” Foley 
Wines is “well placed for the fu-
ture” with a slow growth of 35 
per cent in export sales.

A new motion introduced by Regina Coun-
cillor Sarah Turnbull, will enhance the play-
ground and infrastructure accessibility policy. 
Turnbull, who has been advocating for better 
accessibility for Regina’s playgrounds for 
years, spoke about the importance of this mo-
tion. Despite the number of people with dis-
abilities in the province, Turnbull said Regina 
only has six parks accessible for all abilities. 

Thinking about her daughter Blake, who is paraplegic, she mentioned how 
disabled people can be left out of activities and how people are taught to do so. 
All of city council spoke highly of this motion. The motion eventually passed 
10-0. Turnbull said, “I do believe in celebrating the wins and this is a win for 
our community.”

Canada - Treasure hunter on lookout

As a young man living in Ontario 
Sooke resident Bryan Turnbull of 
Vancouver Island, the Sooke resi-
dent discovered that the Island’s 
beaches were a treasure trove of in-
teresting, collectible stuff. Since his 
early years in Ontario, he had a rag-
ing desire discovering hidden trea-
sures, if one only looks in the right 
places. “In Ontario, we didn’t have 
beaches like we have here. When I 
moved here in 2007, I learned that 
there were all sorts of treasure to be 
found. History is right there, right 
under our feet.””
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Discover your Turnbull heritage
with genealogical research!  
Are you a member of the Turnbull Clan or have Trimble, Trum-
ble, or Turnbull roots? Dive deeper into your family history by 
joining the Turnbull-Trimble DNA and Genealogy Research 
Project!  

Through Y-DNA, mtDNA, and autosomal testing, we aim to es-
tablish connections between family lines, uncover ancestral ori-
gins in Scotland, and break through long-standing genealogical 
brick walls.  

The project, directed by Turnbull historian and genealogist, Fio-
na Turnbull, along with Katherine Turnbull and Alan Turnbull, is 
hosted on Family Tree DNA, and includes members from around 
the world!  

If you’ve taken a DNA test with another company, you may be 
able to upload your results to Familytreedna.com and become a 
member of the project!  

By participating, you can:
 * Connect with others researching their Turnbull heritage  
 * Discover family connections through DNA testing  
 * Contribute to mapping out the Turnbull-Trimble family story  

Join the journey today and help preserve our shared history for 
future generations!    
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/trimble
#TurnbullClan #Genealogy #DNAResearch #FamilyHistory 
#ScottishHeritage

Exclusive Turnbull Clan Wine
Now Available! 
Support the Turnbull Clan and savour a taste of something truly 
special. Place your order today!
https://www.turnbullclan.com/index.php/happenings/wine
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stonehenge reveals links to scottish origins

The latest announcement by Curtin University researchers in Aus-
tralia, has revealed the findings point to the existence of unexpect-
edly advanced transport methods and societal organisation at the 
time of the stone’s arrival at its current location in southern Eng-
land around 5,000 years ago. 

Although it is not clear how or when the Altar Stone arrived at Stone-
henge, it is thought to have been placed within the circular stones at 
the site during the second construction phase at approximately dating 
between 2620 – 2480 BC. 

The iconic six-tonne Altar Stone at the heart of the ancient site, was 
believed to have come from Wales, where the majority of Stone-
henge’s world-renowned ‘bluestones’ came. Their location was in the 
Preseli Hills area in west Wales and are believed to have been the first 
stones erected at the Wiltshire site.

Curtin researchers studied the age and chemistry of mineral grains 
within fragments of the Altar Stone, which is a 50cm thick sandstone 
block measuring 5 x 1 metres, that sits at the centre of Stonehenge’s 
iconic stone circle in Wiltshire. 

Lead author PhD student Anthony Clarke from the Timescales of 
Mineral Systems Group within Curtin’s School of Earth and Plane-
tary Sciences, said analysis of the age and chemical composition of 
minerals within fragments of the Altar Stone matched it with rocks 
from northeast Scotland, while also clearly differentiating them from 
Welsh bedrock. However, the Altar Stone, of sandstone density, has 
traditionally been grouped with these other, smaller, igneous blue-
stones. But its origins have remained an open question for many 
years. . . until now.

“Our analysis found specific mineral grains in the Altar Stone are 
mostly between 1000 to 2000 million years old, while other minerals 

are around 450 million years old,” Mr Clarke said. “This provides a 
distinct chemical fingerprint suggesting the stone came from rocks 
in the Orcadian Basin, Scotland, at least 750 kilometres away from 
Stonehenge. 

The Stonehenge altar stone lies flush with the ground (shown at bottom 
right) almost hidden under two fallen sarsen stones.   -  Photo:Mike Pitts

Given its Scottish origins, the findings raise fascinating questions, 
considering the technological constraints of the Neolithic era, as to 
how such a massive stone was transported over vast distances around 
2600 BC. This discovery also holds personal significance for me. 

I grew up in the Mynydd Preseli, Wales, where some of Stonehenge’s 
stones came from. I first visited Stonehenge when I was one year old 
and now at 25, I returned from Australia to help make this scientific 
discovery – you could say I’ve come full circle at the stone circle.”
 

Study co-author Professor Chris Kirkland, also from the Timescales 
of Mineral Systems Group at Curtin, said the findings had significant 
implications for understanding ancient communities, their connec-
tions, and their transportation methods. 

“Our discovery of the Altar Stone’s origins highlights a significant 
level of societal coordination during the Neolithic period and helps 
paint a fascinating picture of prehistoric Britain,” Professor Kirkland 
said. “Transporting such massive cargo overland from Scotland to 
southern England would have been extremely challenging, indicating 
a likely marine shipping route along the coast of Britain. 

This implies long-distance trade networks and a higher level of soci-
etal organisation than is widely understood to have existed during the 
Neolithic period in Britain.”

The Scottish Banner September 2024 - by permission Sean Cairney

Curtin Universitv PhD student Anthony Clarke and
Professor Kirkland at the Stonehenge site
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Continued from Page 1
bedrule kirk future? the tragedy of scotland’s 

church (kirk) sell-off 

  Bedrulr Kirk as it stands today.  Inset: Kirk rebuild, 1914 - (on the tower face)

Stained glass from Bedrule 
Church depicting the 

arms of Thomas 
Greenshields Leadbetter

official confirmation that it conforms with the requirements and are 
awaiting approval by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator.

Once the various requirements have been met, Alan will contact TCA 
on behalf of the community committee, so that we may join and sup-
port their efforts to save Bedrule Kirk.

Director of Spital Tower Property Alan 
Bailey, is also a member of the Scot-
tish Land & Estates. As a key member 
of our push for a new ‘National Park 
Campaign’ in 2024, he is now pulling 
together the local community behind 
an urgent bid to buy Bedrule Church 
and has launched a ‘Future of Bedrule 
Church’ campaign. 

The link is Alan’s grandfather, who 
rebuilt the Kirk at the end of the 19th 
century and Alan’s ancestors who are 
also buried there. 

Alan Bailey worked with a committee 
to develop and adopt a constitution 
that would allow the community to 
buy Bedrule Kirk. They have received 

                           Interior of the Kirk as viewed from the altar

William Finlater writing for the Scottish news ‘Holy Smoke’ in the 
weekly ‘Spectator’ edition last October, made some revealing com-
ments that some of the Church of Scotland’s most precious architec-
tural heritage is being flogged off quickly, cheaply and discreetly. 

Most western denominations are being forced to close churches, but the 
fire sale of hundreds of Scottish churches is unprecedented in British 
history. In this episode of Holy Smoke, Damian talks to William about 
the Kirk’s apparently panicky reaction to losing half its members since 
2000, and asks new Spectator editor Michael Gove, once a Church of 
Scotland Sunday School teacher, why his former denomination is staring 
into the abyss.

‘We are not a heritage society,’ insisted the Rev David Cameron, the 
Convener of the Assembly Trustees of the Church of Scotland. Speaking 
to the BBC in January, Mr Cameron claimed the Church has a ‘surplus 
of buildings and large property’ and that there is a need ‘to address our 
estate’.

        A church or kirk is usually the most historically important 
                      building in any given town or village.

In other words, the Church of Scotland is selling off its churches. Not 
just one or two here or there, but a lot, and for cut-price rates. Of course, 
the Church insists that the move is ‘painful but essential’. . .  aping the 
language of a corporate multinational’s HR department. Yet the sheer 
scale and decisiveness of the move belie the patronising smiles of the 
Church hierarchy.

Anywhere between 20 and 30 per cent of parish churches . .  around 400 
are being put on the market. In deciding what to sell off, the Church has 
one eye on the bottom line. Since many of Scotland’s oldest and most 
beautiful churches require the highest maintenance costs, that puts them 
at risk.

For the most part, news of a national sell-off has been met with a muted 
fatalism. Church of Scotland congregations, according to self-declared 
figures, are a shockingly low 60,000. It is true that other denominations 
are struggling too. In the 2022 census, Scotland was revealed as the UK’s 
first majority secular country, with 51 per cent declaring ‘no religion’, 
but the dire figures have given the Church liberty to treat itself more like 
a business than the strong yet dormant heart of Scottish communities. 

                 
Unfortunately we cannot reverse the Church of Scotland’s decision to 
sell Bedrule Kirk and while we do find that decision deeply regretta-
ble, we must not find it deplorable.  We don’t have complete knowl-
edge of the situation and must trust those who have made this difficult 
decision. Instead, we need to turn our attention to and support those 
seeking another solution, in this instance, a newly developed  ‘Future 
of Bedrule Church’ campaign.

When the plans for a viable solution have been finalised, TCA will 
provide a means to receive and forward contributions to the “Future 
of Bedrule Kirk,” committee in Bedrule, Scotland. Pray for this effort 
and be ready to contribute to it in the near future. 

               Stay tuned and follow events on Facebook!

Extracts from the weekly ‘Spectator Article ‘ October 2024
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for the younger turnbulls . . .
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Honor a Loved One with a Lasting Gift.
Gifting a scholarship in memory of a loved one is a beau-
tiful way to celebrate their life while creating lasting value 
for someone’s future. A scholarship not only supports a de-
serving individual in their educational journey or in pursuing 
their Scottish heritage traditions—it keeps a cherished mem-
ory alive.
Each memorial scholarship gift includes a personal article 
about your loved one’s life, featured in The Bullseye news-
letter. A printed copy of this article will be presented with 
a certificate to the scholarship recipient, connecting their 
achievement to the legacy behind the gift.
This heartfelt tribute is more than a donation—it’s a living 
honor, a way to inspire future generations through the life 
and values of someone deeply missed.
Give a gfit of $500 to the Special Projects Fund and email 
editor@turnbullclan.com to assure that your special some-
one is honored. 
Leaern more about past recipients at https://www.turnbull-
clan.com/index.php/happenings/tca-scholarship. 
You can also choose to contribute to the general scholarship 
fund, helping others follow their dreams and deepen their 
connection to Scottish culture. Every gift, large or small, car-
ries the power to change a life and preserve a memory.

  Give a gift of a Scholarship
Looking for something as a gift . . . 
or maybe a collectable for someone? 

William Ramsay 1852- 1916

scottish inventors:  william ramsay - the noble gases
Researched and compiled by Kenneth Turnbull
Scottish entrepreneurs, geniuses and eccentric inventors and their ability to think outside 
the square, have helped to change our everyday lives throughout the world for the better. 
Here is another example of Scottish ingenuity with imaginative foresight that has ultimately 
influenced the developing world.

As school students, we attended science classes 
at school and well remember the Bunsen burner 
experiments, heating liquids that produced gas-
es or coloured fog to challenge our curiosity. 

The Periodic Table also showed the following 
elements . . . argon, neon, helium, radon, kryp-
ton and xenon. What do these elements have in 
common? 
These are all ‘noble gases’, first discovered by the scientist William Ramsay from Glasgow. His 
invention is the classification of these noble gases that won him the Nobel Prize for Chemistry 
in 1904. 

Born and educated at Glasgow University, then in Tübingennd Germany, his talents landed him 

William Ramsay’s Nobel Prize certificate

a position as professor of chemistry at Bristol University, then professor at University College London. As early as 1885–
1890, he published several notable papers on the oxides of nitrogen, developing the skills that he needed for his subsequent 
work. On the evening of 19 April 1894, Ramsay attended a lecture given by Lord Rayleigh who had noticed a discrepancy 
between the density of nitrogen made by chemical synthesis. 

Inspired, Ramsay decided to investigate and look for an unknown element amongst known gases. His research identified 
Argon as the first of the new elements. As he discovered more gases, he gave each of them classic Greek names. For exam-
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ple, krypton which means ‘hidden’. Later in life, his work 
led him to important research in the pioneering science of 
radioactivity and nuclear physics.–


