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Old. Sagle team recalls
post-World War Il run

By MARK NELKE
Sports editor

Ray Chapman and Bob
Turnbull were watching a
baseball game the other day
when Chapman, referring to a
stat sheet from a previous
baseball season, had an idea.

“Bob,” said Chapman, pointing
to the third base dugout, “I'm

.going to take that paper over

there that says you batted .458
and see if they'll let you pinch
hit.”

But that was in 1946, Bob is 72
years old now.

“You don't think I'm going to
get out there again, do you®"
Turnbull asked.

You never know Once a hitter,
always a hitter Turnbull would
still be qualified to play, since the
game he was watching was a
men's senior baseball league
game in which the players had to
be at least 30 years old The
oldest player in the league is 64

But on this day, Turnbull and
Chapman and four other
members of the Sagle town
baseball team of the late 1940s
were guests of the Panhandle
Yankees at a doubleheader at
Memonal Field

While they watched the
Yankees take on the Spokane
Pirates, they reminisced about a
time, nght after World War I, “it
was the first five years after the
war, in those days there was no
TV, and all you had to do was play
baseball on weekends,” Chapman
says.

Back then, Sagle's team was
the cream of area town team
baseball. Sandpoint also fielded a
team or two in the area summer
league, and Clark Fork had a
club.

After the war, Chapman wrote
a letter to the community seeking
members for a town baseball
team, and he and Frank Jacobson
drove around Sagle and put
copies in everyone’s mailbox.

The team began play in

totaled 79 wins against only 16
defeats for an impressive .832
winning percentage Sagle was
league champions in four of those
five seasons.

In 1946, Sagle posted a 16-1
record and won the Idaho-
Montana League. The next year,
Sagle was runnerup n the Idaho-
British Columbia League with a
17-5 record.

The next three years, Sagle
went 15-3, 144 and 17-3, winning _
the Idaho-Montana-British
Columbia League each season

The team played at Turnbull

" Field next to Sagle School, on

land donated by the Turnbull
family and developed by baseball
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Six members of the 1948 Sagle team. were guests of tho Panhandle Yankees at a men’s senior

enthusiasts around 1908.

The Turnbull tieto area *© -
baseball spans the entire century.
‘The Turnbulls moved into the
area in the 1880s, some Turnbulls
played on the Sagle Yankees team
in the early 1980s, and a Turnbull
(Rich), plays on the Panhandle
Yankees.

On the post-war Sagle team,
Boh and Harp were cousins, and
Rich, who plays for Panhandle, is
Bob's son. Jim Turnbull is Bob's
younger brother Wayne,
Pershing and Bob Hawkins are all
brothers. Vern and Don Verher
are brothers.

The team was home—grown all
were educated in Sagle and
Sandpoint.

. In 1946, Harp Turnbull posted
an 8-0 record He struck out 104
and walked just 12in 73 1/3
innings. The next year he was 4-3,
with 77 strikeouts and 10 walks in
64 2/3 innings. In 1948, he was 6
2 with 89 strikeouts and just five
walks in 82 innings.

“Harp was fantastic,” said
Chapman, who doubled as the
team's business manager. “He
could throw an out-and-down
drop ball "

“It was like a ball rolling off a
table,” said his catcher, Wayne
Hawkins, now 74. “They knew
what was coming and they still
couldn’t hit it. When we had two
strikes on them, we knew we had
them "

“Harp was about 32 the n, and
we thought he was an old man,’
Chapman recalls. “He just
farmed, and came out on Sunday
and striked the guys out like
crazy "

I spent years and years
learming that pitch,” says
Turnbull, now 84 “I wore out my
(catching) partney developing
that pitch ~

He then pointed to Wayne
Hawkins, seated nearby, and said,
“Iffhe had the opportunity, he
could have played professional
baseball as a catcher™

Harp Turnbull also hit 368 in

- 1946, In the first-fiveyears:-Sagle—1946ateanrhigh #05 T 1947—

and 342 in 1948 He also drew 47
walks in 57 games over those
three years. Hawkins hit 337,
276 and .366 1n those three years
Vernon Verhet posted an 8-1
pitching record 1n 1946, 13-2 in
47 and 7-0 in "48
Harp Turnbull also had praise
for Chapman “He took care of
everything Everything was
organized and well taken care of ©
Chapman, now 75, returned
to Kellogg and the service in
1952 The team continued until its
final season in 1954
“It was the pitching that made
us good,” recalls Chapman, who
jokingly described his own play
as “no field, no hit."
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Members of the 1948 Sagle town baseball team included, back row from left, Wayne Hawkins, Delbert Sheffler, Pershing

" Hawkins, Ray Chapman, Harley Gunter, Jim Turnbull and Harley Turnbull, middle row from left, Don Verhei, Bob Hawkins,

Grampa Hawkins, Vernon Verhei and Bob Turnbuli; and front row from left, batboys Les Turnbull, Ralph Hawkins and Rich
Turnbull. Chapman, also the team’s business manager, said he purchased the bats for $1.80 apiece.

“Sagle has always had good
athletes,” Harp Turnbull says.
“The boys were determined, they
took pride in their baseball.
That's what made the team was
iIts determination.”

Don Verhei is now 78. Delbert
Sheffler, who started playing with

~

the team at age 16 while still

attending Sandpoing High, is now
A4. Jim Turnbull also started

playing while in high school.

The Sagle team also played
squads from Copeland (north of
Bonners Ferry), Libby, Troy.
Farragut College, Hayden Lake
and Creston

‘The team last held a reunion
in 1982, where they were to play a
game against another Sagle town
team which had formed during
that era.

And last Sunday was another
retnion of sorts, a handful of
former players watching another
team from another era, all
remembering the same game
played for a century.

—Photo by MARK NELKE

baseball league doubleheadef at Memorial Field. In the front row, from left, is Don Verhei, Bob
Turnbull and Delbert Sheffler; and in the back raw from left, Wayne Hawkins, Ray Chapman and

Harp Turnbull.
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Pickup

[n Horsepower
In Torque

In Payload

In Room

In Towing

In Overall Power

In More Class Cate orles
Than Any Other Pic

Base Ram Ram Dually Ram Sport

Ram Club Cab

Dodge Dakota starts as low as *12,335™
Dodge Ram starts as low as 14.715"

America’s Truck Stop & The New Dodge

See The Friendly Dodge Dedler Near You

See Your Local
Northwest Dodge Dealer

*In thelr classes, Ram and Dakota are number one in available horsepower, torque, payload and towing; and in passenger room; and .
have, overa¥, the most powerful line of pickup engines. **Base MSAPs exclude tax and title. Base models may have to be ordered.
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