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SHIPS

Clippers and Otherwise—Some Famous

In addition to the ships that have
been given under the headings devoted
to the Shaw, Savill, and Albion Co.
and the New Zealand Shipping Co.. there
were trading to New Zealand a number
of vessels that helonged to other lines,
such as the White Star, the Black Ball,
Houlder Bros., Willis, and Co.,

and others. This list of what we may call

Gann

“outsiders” contains the names of such

famous craft as the Blue Jacket, the
Red Jacket, and the Simoon, and
also includes the names of much
humbler crait, but which nevertheless

brought out many of vur easly settlers,

OF VARIOUS

WINGS.

LINES.

Names—Craft with Interesting Careers.

and are therefore still remembered in
many New Zenland homes by the
descendants of these pioneers. I have

also heen compelled to include in this
list some few ships that were omitted
from the Sh avill and New Zealand
Shipping Co. lists. Many of the vessels
here deult with had interesting carcers,

and while T have not been able to make
the record as complete as I could have
wished, enough has been rescued from
cblivion to bring before the descendants
of the pioneers the picturesque days
lefore steam had quite driven sail from
the ocean.

THE BLUE JACKET.

Handsome American-built Craft—Brief

Notwithstanding the many beautics of
her day, the 1,790-ton ship Blue Jucket,
stood out in such a marked manner
when she paid her first visit to Mel-
bourne in the year 1353, that shipping

people took practically a holiday to
admire the new-comer. And when one
thinks of such boats as the Lightning,

the Oliver Lang, the James Baines, the
Mareo Polo, and the White star. it
means much when we know that even
in such company she was admittedly a
“beauty.” Built at East Boston, United
States, for the original White Star line
of sailing packets, she was one of the
speedy eraft that the American builders
turned out to the order of British ship-
ping people Deforc the latter had
changed their old fushioned methods
that were exploded by the cxperiments
made by the Yankees during the
struggle for supremacy in the China tea
earrying trade. The Blue Jacket arrived

at the Mersey on October 20. 1834, after

a fine run of 12 days. She made
her first appearance in  Melbonzne
on May 13th, 1855, under the com-

mand of Captain Underwood. after a
remarkable run of (8 days from Lon-
don, whenee she sailed on March fth.

but Brilliant Career—Her Tragic End.

One cannot belp thinking what a con-
trast was such a smart passage ‘o the
performances of some of the old tubs
that were sent out to Auckland and
Wellington in those eariy days.

On her return journey to London trom
Melbourne, the Blue Jucket took only
one day longer than her outward pas-
sage. She and the other fast elippers
I have mentioned above, were put on
the Australian trade during the great
vush to the Victorian goldfields which
started in 1852. And a very profitable
trade it was, maturally attracting the
best fastest shps,

During the eighteen months follow-
ing the discovery of gold at Ballavat,
the population of Melbonrne jumped
from 23000 to 70.000. Basil Lubbock
in writing of this golden era says: “Tn
the five v 185257, when the rush
gs was at its height, 100,000
n, 60,000 Irishmen, 350,000
Scots, 4,000 Welish, 8,000 Giermans, 1.500
Trenchmen, 3,000 Americans, and about
30000 othér mationalities of the world,
including 25,000 Chinese landed at Mel.
bourne.”

The Blue Jacket’s pa
Londen to Melbourne,

age of 68 da;
was the fast
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of the season in 1855, the Lightning
coming second with 73 days, and the
Red Jacket, third, with 75 days.

IN THE NEW ZEALAND TRADE.

After making several successful runs
to Melbowrne the Blue Jacket was in
1859 diverted to the New Zealand trade.
er first voyage was from Liverpool to
‘Auckland in command of Captain Hugh
Clatke., Leaving the Mersey on Novem-
ber 25th, 1859, she reached Auckland on
March 16 the following year—a passage
of 111 days, which was unusuully long
for such a powerful ship, but she struck
of light winds, and was
also detained on the New Zealand coasv
nearly a fortmight aiter sighting the
Three Kings. To show what sort of

CHI WIHTE STAR LINER BLCE JACK

pssunge it was one may mention that
from the day she crossed the equator,
35 days out from the Mersey, she never
took in her main skysail unil she drop-
ped anchor in Aackland Harbour. The
Blue Jacket sailed from Auckland for
Wellington with part of oviginal cargo
and 22 passengers,

Mz, Frank Hull, of Auckland, who was
 passenger by the Blue Jacket on this
voyage fo the Waitemata, gives me
some interesting details about the trip.
“We had no eooner been towed out into
the Channel after leaving Liverpool” he
siys, “than it came on to blow a gale,
and during the night the tow rope oo
tween us and the tug parted. We were
then off the Welsh const, not far from
where the Royal Charter had been lost
months before. There was no sail
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un the ship at the time, so she was
consequently at the merey of the sea,
and T well remember the awiul racket
on deck as the crew made all haste to
set some sails—it was a perfect bedlum.
When we got out of this tight corner we
were soon in finc weather, the Blue
Jacket skimming the seas like a yacht,
and ab times we Jogged sixteen knots
“An interesting event in the carly part
of the voyage Was our mceting with a
waterspout of greab size, which was
coming ight across our bows. Some of
the passengers got out firearms and fired
at it, us they were told that this would
cause it to burst away from the ship.
Fortunately the spout just missed the
ship, but while it was pussing it caused
great oxcitement among the passengers.

UNDER A T'RE

S OF CANVAS.

A WILD GOOSE CHASE.
“On another occasion,” continues Mr.
Hull, “when we were three months out

the man on the lookout eried, ‘Vessel
on the port bow!’ He followed this up
by suying that the vessel wus a wreek,
und that the people on hoard were
wiving their shirts on oars to attract
attention. The Blue Jacket was immedi-
ately love-to, and a boat manned by
volunteers was lowered away, 1t was
two oelock in the afternoou when the
boat crew were sent away, and it was
not until half-past ten ab night that
they were alongside again. When night
came on the Blue Jacket was getting
further away from the boal and the
wreek, and blue lights were burning
all the time, and rockets were sent up
to guide the hoat back.
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“On board the Blue Jacket there was

much excitement and speculation as to
the

nature of the wreck. Hot water
ready for the survivors, and in fact
every prepuration was made to welcome
the “unfortunate people our boat had
gone to rescue. At last the people in
our boat were heard enlling out in the
darkness. Soon they were on board
again, bitterly cold and quite exhausted.
They were alone, and when asked about
‘the” wreek” they said it had been only
a dead whale, and what had been tuken
to he people waving signals were alba-
trosses flapping their wings. The men
in the boat said the smell of the dead
whale reached them a mile off!

“Our captain fad a very anxious time
when navigating Bass Straits, as there
was no wind and there were many dan-
gerous rocks to avoil. When we were
outside Rangitoto Captain Burgess, so
well known in Anckland for many years.
was the pilot that hoarded ns and
Dbronght the ship to an anchorage in the
harbour, where we were soon surrounded
by Maori canoes laden with peaches,
grapes and melons, and we all agreed
that we had come to a ‘Land of Goshen.”
We landed on St. Patrick’s Day, the day
the first shot was fired in the Taranaki
War.

FAST S

The Blue Jacket vi
one occasion  only.

ILIN

ted Auckland on
She made  several

voyuges to Lyttelton, one of which was
remarkably fast. This was in 1867, On
this occasion she left London in com-

mand of Captain White, on June 1#th,
and arrived at her destination on August
0th after a fine run of 75 days from
London, or 70 days 12 hours from the
Lizard to Stewart Ishind. The voyage
out and back on this oceasion veeupied
only six months and twenty-six da
including seven weeks at  Home  dis.
ing and ve-loading.  Other passages
made letween London and  Lyttelton,
with Captain White in command, weres

1805 —Teft Tondon August 5, arrived
pvember 14th, 101 days from the docl
—Left London July 13,
14 (90 days).

1868 —Teft London Angust 7tk ar-
rived October 30th (83

Captain Stevens veported on the voy
age out to Lyttelton in 1863, the
Blue Jacket left Gravesend on August 5,
and anchored in the Downs du
loisterous weather until the 6th, taking
her final deparbure from Ushant on the
1th. A week after sailing a serious
mutiny broke out (the cargo having

WINGS.

been bruached previously), which was
prompily repressed, and the ring-leader
secured, mot hefore the sccond mate
had received u fearful gash on his head,
43 inches long with a sheath knife,
nearly bleeding to deuth befare the
arterics could he tied and the wound

sewn up. The first olficer also received
a severe blow on the face from an
belaving pin by the ruffian who had t

to kill the sccond mate. The Smares
were passed on November Sth, when
ht winds were experionced until

The Blue Jacket during
this voyage covered in 31 consecutive
days  the  extraordin distance  of
/538 nuutical knots, an average of over

arrival in port.

213 mil quite_one-half of the
whole d from TFngland to New
Zealand.

year 1862 the Bine Jacket
brought over 400 digeers from Melbourne,
1)0\!“1! for the West Coust goldfields ot
New Zealand, and on JuoL)uar occasion
she brought a cargo of sheep for the gold-
fields.

TRAGIC END.
This beantiful ship had not a very
long career. and met her doom in 1869,
On February 13, 1869, she left Lyttelton
for London with seventy-one passengers
and crew, and a cargo of wool, flax,
and other produce. and fifteen boxes ot
zold, valued ai €45.000, and when she
was off the Falkland Islands she was
totally destroyed by fire under tragie cir-
cumsiances. The fire, which was supposed
to originate in some wool that was damp,
discovered at half past one on the
afternoon of Mareh 7th, and thougl
strenuous efforts were made, it was soon
seen that nothing could be done to save
the <hip. Reats were got out and pro-
visioned, and it was hoped that the crew
and passengers would be able to stay on
Voard until the morning, but the heat be-
came =0 intense on board that all hands
had to tuke to the boats at 10 p.m.,
Captain White in the cutter had all

the passengers with him, there being 39
souls in the boat. The two lifehoats,

with the vest of the ship’s company on
board, were instructed to keep compan;
and did so for two days after the catas-
trophe. On the third day the life-hoats
ot out of sight, and though the captain
beat sent up rockets and searched for
them there was no response.

DAYS OF AGONY.
peeple in the cutter endured ter-
vible privations, and during five of the

nine days they were adrift there was
very

high sea knocked up by o strong
anle.  One of the passengers,
zelling ‘of the awful experience, wrote:
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“The last we saw of the Blue Jacket was
a bright speck on the horizon on the
evening of the sccond day. The third
day it was décided to appoint some per-

son to fill the disagreeable duty
of serving out the rations, Mr.
VWilliams, clief officer, accepting the

and fulfilling the task
with unflinching courage. . . . . A small
silver cup was used for serving out
the water, and had marks cut in it to
mensure the daily allowance—two small
tablespoons full. One tin of preserved
meat or soup was shared daily among
the 30 people in the boat. The biscuit
was all spoiled by the cea water. . . -
The most pitiful sight of all was the
children_vainly erying for a drop of
water. To add to our troubles, three of
our crew were dying, and one was delir-
ious. On the ninth day a-sail was seen
bearing down on us, and help came. [t
proved a difficult task getting us out of
the boat, as we had lost the use of our
limbs and could not help ourselves. After
the rescuc we still sullered Irightiully,
our hands and feet breaking out with
large boils and blisters.”

PICKED UP.

Tt was @ barque called the Pyrmont
that picked up the castaways. She was
not_prepared for sueh a large accession
to her company, but her people gladly

responsibility,

gave of their best. Just as the
wuont’s supply of frosh water was giving
out, the Blackball liner Yorkshire hove

in sight, and when the case was put to
her skipper (Captain Anderson) ac im:
mediately sent off 600 gallons.

The three members of the Blue Jacket’s
crew spoken of as dying by the pssenger
quoted above, succumbed to exhaustion
after they were rescued.
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FATE OF OTIHER BOATS.

Another account of the disaster tells
how one of the life-boats was swamped,
and the third life-boat (in charge of Mr.
Webber, third mate) was picked up by a
vessel and the men taken: to the Falk-
land Islands. They were adrift for
twenty-one days, and suffered torribly.
To save themselves from starvation the
men in Mr. Webber's boat killed the
ship's dog, a retriever, and titey drank its

blood. Eventually only three men sur-
vived. On board the boat was also

several boxes of gold that had formed
part of the Bluejacke’s valuable cargo.
Whether this was taken into the life-
boat for ballast is not known, bui the
men broke opexn ome of the boxes and
sucked the ingots to allay their thirst
just as men suck pebbles

When the boat was picked up the
rescuers, seeing Lhe bloodstains, and
also the gold, came to the conclusion
that there had been foul play, and that
there had been mutiny and murder, They
disbelieved the story told by the cast-
aways, and clapped the men in irons
TEventially news came through of the

- saving of the passengers and others in

tite Bluejucket’s eutter, and Mr.
and his men were released,

Webber

This Mr. Webber, afterwards Captain
Webber, later came out to Sydney,
where he commanded several vessels.

and then became secretary of the Royal

Shipwreck Relief and Humane Society.

and he dieil there in October of 1921,
About two years atter the disaster the

figurehead of the Blue Jacket was
washed ashore on an island  off
Fremantle, West Australian. On each

ide of the figurehead was a scroll say-
ing. “Keep a sharp look-out.”

GODLEY

HEADS LIGHTHOUSE, C.
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