Jane Rixon, (Thomas’ James') born 15th December 1839 [Campbelltown NSW V18401135
24A/1840] baptised 12th January 1840 [Airds NSW 1840/113524A] died on her birthday,
15th December 1900 [Cooma NSW 1248/1900] buried at Moonbah NSW, aged 61 years.
She married 20th July 1863 at St. Patrick’s [Cooma NSW 1782/1863] to James Kirwan,
born in 1844 [Cooma NSW V1844 1631 134/1844] fatally shot 21st June 1864 [Cooma NSW
3523/1864] buried next to his parents, Grave 130, Christ Church, Cooma NSW, aged
20 years, son of James Kirwan who was also fatally shot, and Eliza Ward.

James was shot by a policeman, Sergeant O’Donoghue, on suspicion of stealing
horses. After his death the horses were found and the policeman that shot James

committed suicide, after being run out of town.
Jane was pregnant at the time James was shot, daughter Mary Anne was born five days later, on 26" June
1864 at Bobundarah.

She remarried 16t January 1867, Cooma [NSW 1869/1867] to 2) Patrick Spellman,
died in1901 [Cooma NSW 9046/1901] buried at Moonbah Catholic, son of Jeremiah
Spellman and Mary Heffernan Ireland.

V18401135 24A/1840 RIXON JANE THOMAS ANNE
1248/1900 SPELLMAN JANE JOHN ANN COOMA
1782/1863 KIRWAN JAMES RIXON JANE COOMA
V18441631 134/1844 _IRWIN JAMES JAMES ELIZA
V184420 62/1844 _IRWIN JAMES JAMES ELIZA
3523/1864 KIRWAN JAMES JAMES ELIZA COOMA
1869/1867 SPELLMAN PATRICK KIRWAN JANE COOMA
9046/1901 SPELLMAN PATRICK JEREMIAH MARY COOMA

Jane and James Kirwan had one child:
Jane and Patrick Spellman had four children:

D4/1. Mary Ann Kirwan 1864 - 1935 m. John Freebody
2) Alfred James

D4 /2. Emma Sophia Spellman 1872 - 1938 m. Henry Williams

D4/3. Jeremiah Thomas Spellman 1875 - 1876

D4 /4. Patrick Jas Joseph Spellman 1880 - 1943 m. Amy Staples

D4 /5. William Jas Spellman 1882 - 1950 m. Emma Staples

James Kirwan Snr is a name indelibly associated with the early history of Manaro. Kirwan, having heard of
Manaro was determined to start a business, moved and carried on a business as a hawker.
He made a considerable amount of money and opened, near the junction of the Cooma and Cooma Back
Creeks, the first Elace of accommodation the district knew, Kirwan's Inn — known far and wide.
He remarried 10" February 1836 at St. Mary's Catholic Church, Sydney NSW to 2) Elizabeth (Eliza) Ward,
born 19™ February 1814 at Bunbury Curran NSW, died 8" October 1850 at Cooma NSW, aged 36 years,
buried Christ Church, Cooma, daughter of Joseph Ward and Ann Uren. Elizabeth, was a capable and
educated woman, managing James’ business affairs until her death. James Kirwan and Eliza Ward had four
children, all born at Cooma NSW.

Thomas Kirwan [1843 - 27" Sept 1915]

James Kirwan [1844 - shot 21 June 1864]

Joseph Kirwan [1845 - 23" October 1865]

Edward Kirwan [1847 - before 1852]
James again remarried 30" August 1851 at Goulburn NSW to 3) Elizabeth White.
In October 1852, he was shot by John McSpadden, his groom, whilst inquiring into the cause of a quarrel
between the latter & a doctor staying at the inn.



James Rirwan shot

THE SHOOTING OF MR, KIR-
WAN OF CuOMA, BY A THRCOPER.

(From the Mancroa Merenry )

The most painful Juty that has ever fallen
to our lot to jerfurm is that of recording an
event which has and will borg remain i
presscd on the winds of all the resjectable
residents ol Manerco,—an event which has
und will for some time cust a gloom on the
district &:eully,—\il.: the shooting Ly »

wlice-ofiear of Mr. James Kirwan, a well-
Lnoun asnd respectable stockholder of this
Jocality. It appears that Jokm Welch,
publican, of this town, had misced some
valuable horses, and in consequence of re-
ports, consklerced by him reliable, procured a
warrant for Mr. James Kirwan's appreben-
pion, on sus iciom ot his having stoles them,
It is asserted that since Weleh procured the
warrsnt he intimated his desire to settle the
matter amicably, and a horseman was sent to
Kirwan’'s station, Mowenbah, tor the purpose
ot indecing Mr. Kirwan to pay Cooms a

wvisit. Poor Airwan seemed 10 have treated
the affsir with disdsin, Howerver, on Tuees-
day the decensed rode inte Cooma and visited
many of his friends, which sct did pot seem
to imply that be anticipated any evil reeslts
from bis visit. Sergeant O'Donchue, it sp-

ha<l wiade one ensuccesmstul sttempt to
arrest Kirwan previous to their last mecting,
snd in consequence of the failure he pncno!-
ed Letwren the Lours of eight and nine in the
evening to the police Lirracks, eaddlid bis
horse, provided Limself with firi -armae and
went in search of Kirman. Coming up with

him between the Market-square aud tle
bridge on tle Sydney » O’Donohise
ordered Kirwan to *“stand,’”” aud, sccording
to bis evidence, be caught bol) of Kirwan's
ULridle with his right hand, bolding his own
Lridle snd revulver with the Jeft hand,
when Kirwan turned his horse round quickly,
and the scrgeant fired the fatal shot which
laid low the finest young man on Maneroo—a
man who was ever ready to assist persons in
need, and who will be remembered by his as-
sociates as u most agrecable companivn.  let
those of our readers who were not acquainted
with James Kirwan picture to themsclves a
man over six fect high, well-made, good-
Jooking, with but about twenty-three sum-
mers passcd o'cr his brow, of tjovinl and
agreeable manners, and they will portraya
Juc-simile of bis appearance. As a horse-
man few excelled hrm. and no doubt it was
fceling of pride in his capabilities that in-
duced him to remain in town and test the
mettle of the trooper's horse. le leavesa
young widow, twu brothers, a sister, and
scveral other relatives, sand a nuracrous circle
of friends to mourn his  untimely
end. >trange to rclate, bis father met bus
death in & mmilar manner, having been shot
by his own ?nrdcner, about twelve years
since, not hall a mile from tbe spot where!
his son breatbed his Jast. '

Guardian-and-Normanby-General-Advertiser-14July-1864-1



Jamgs Rirwan’s father was also shot

Farar Occunnence.—~It is our painful
duty to have 1o record the violent death of Mr
James Kirwan, of Cooma. Maneroe. Someday
Jast week— the particular day we have not been
shie 10 aseeriain—a groom in the employ of Mr
Kirwan, armed wih a double-barreiled pistol,
was about to fire st & gentleman named Cune
ningham : shen the circumstance having been
made known 10 Mr Kirwan, he rushed owards
the groom for the purpose of arresting the
desdly iastrument from los  hands ; the man
maddened either from the s+Me's of Jrink or
from some other cause fired off the ¢ intol, the
contents of wheh entered Mr K 's heart, whose
death was slmost instantanecus. The Rov. R,
Walsh, of Qeinlwyan, started early on Sunay
Inst for the purpose of attending hus funeral, Mr
Kirwan was much respected by persons of every
grade, not only in the district in which he ree
wided, nnd sbhere he met his denth, but also in
every pariol the coluoy wlhere his character wap
known. The lolloming is another, and by far
a more probable account of this teagics! affyir :
—Mr Kinwan had called for his horse, and Lis
groom, whose name s Jolin M Spadden, was in
the nct of bringing it wmhen Cunminglham enlled
to the man to bring his horse o, The groom
replied that be would go to Lis hat and get the
key of the stabile and then give him & horse, He
wenl in, came oul agein with the key in one
hand and a doubi-Larrslied pistol in the other ;
he fired deliberately at Conningham, bat luckily
the “all struek a metal Lurton of his cost and
aianced off ; the man then went into his hut and
torked the dour, Mr Kirnan, on heering the pee
port, vushed oot, and on leing made aequainied
with the cireumstance, rndesvoured 10 force the
door of the hut epen, The Joor gave way; the
groom appeared on the threshhold, and in this
instance fred & gun at Mr Kirwan, the ball «f
which entered his heart, and Le instantly ex-
pired. The tragedy does pot end lwte. The
man comes out of his hut, leans against the
dovr-post, reats an axe against his leg and
commenc*s 1o recharge his gun., Two men ene
doavoured tu approach him, but he theeatened
one of them with & great oath that he ** would
serve lum the same as he had sereed that beer,
pointing to the dead body, and that he bad it in
for him the last vightern months ™ No one
amongst those assembled dared to approach him ;
slthough there was 8 chiefl connabile and teo
other pulicemen there, they allowed the man to
etcape, and the lust that was heard of Lim was,
tat b was in the Murrombidgee ramges, —
Gowlburn Herald, October 16,

Bell’s Life in Sydney and Sporting Reviewer (NSW : 1845-1860)

Saturday 23 October 1852

u

James Kirwan, snr

Tus CooMma Teacepy —The mur-
Adoeer o the late My James oo "J;h‘
M oSpwlden ) i suill ot large, hw-’ suecensfilly
elitedd the hot pursuit imeediately instituted
after s @ ght from the seeoe of his atroeious
erimo. In addition w the rewsrd offered Ly
tovernment for hin spprehension, the sum of
fifty pouvie has been subseribed Ly residents in
the neighbourhood of Coema, to be sppropeiated
in Vike manner, M Spatden wes seen in Qoesn-
beysn shertly after the murder, bat previvus b
the report u’ the dreadful deed reaching thas
township  He was then armed with a dovbles
Yerrelled mon, and it s attpposed he has starced
for some one of the south ra JigRings,

Saturday 6 November 1852

FIFTY POUNDS REWARD,
VOTI 'E.~The sbove sum of fifty
A pounds haa been  collvgied in the
neighbouthood of Choma, snd lodged in the
hande of the Beneh of Mayistrates, 10 be paid
1o any ur p raens who lm
and lodge in anvy of Her Mujecty's Gao's John
M‘Spadien, (for whom a wirrant hae beep
issued), charged with the murder of Mr,
Jamen oo of Cooma, Innkeeper, on
Friday, the 8:h inctant

By order of the Wineh of Magintrates,
ROBERT DA\;_ N,
Clerk of Petty Pessions,
Court House, Doom», October 18,
Descuirvion,

Name—John M'Spadcen ; native place, North
of Ireland ; teale or calling, Outler or
Gardener ; emigr it ; sge, abomt 40 years ;
Leight, about & fret 7§ b ches ; hatr, brown ;
whiskers inclining to sandy ; lang nose ;
heavy eyebrows; stout body ; dress when
last seen, a light moleskin jacket, no walst.
coat, regatta shirt, moleskin trousers, and sid

cenbbage-tree hat; had a 'l* his posses-
sion snd ammunition, e

The Sydney Morning Herald
Tuesday 16 November 1852



