
Jane Rixon, (Thomas
2
; James

1
) born 15th December 1839 [Campbelltown NSW V18401135 

24A/1840] baptised 12th January 1840 [Airds NSW 1840/113524A] died on her birthday, 
15th December 1900 [Cooma NSW 1248/1900] buried at Moonbah NSW, aged 61 years.  

She married 20th July 1863 at St. Patrick’s [Cooma NSW 1782/1863] to James Kirwan, 
born in 1844 [Cooma NSW V1844 1631 134/1844] fatally shot 21st June 1864 [Cooma NSW 

3523/1864] buried next to his parents, Grave 130, Christ Church, Cooma NSW, aged 

20 years, son of James Kirwan who was also fatally shot, and Eliza Ward. 
James was shot by a policeman, Sergeant O’Donoghue, on suspicion of stealing 

horses. After his death the horses were found and the policeman that shot James 
committed suicide, after being run out of town. 
Jane was pregnant at the time James was shot, daughter Mary Anne was born five days later, on 26

th
 June 

1864 at Bobundarah. 

She remarried 16th January 1867, Cooma [NSW 1869/1867] to 2) Patrick Spellman, 
died in1901 [Cooma NSW 9046/1901] buried at Moonbah Catholic, son of Jeremiah 

Spellman and Mary Heffernan Ireland. 
 

V18401135 24A/1840  RIXON  JANE  THOMAS  ANNE     

1248/1900  SPELLMAN  JANE  JOHN  ANN  COOMA    

1782/1863 KIRWAN  JAMES  RIXON  JANE  COOMA  

V18441631 134/1844  _IRWIN  JAMES  JAMES  ELIZA     

V184420 62/1844  _IRWIN  JAMES  JAMES  ELIZA     

3523/1864  KIRWAN  JAMES  JAMES  ELIZA  COOMA 

1869/1867  SPELLMAN  PATRICK  KIRWAN  JANE  COOMA  

9046/1901  SPELLMAN  PATRICK  JEREMIAH  MARY  COOMA  

Jane and James Kirwan had one child: 

Jane and Patrick Spellman had four children: 
 

D4/1. Mary Ann Kirwan   1864 - 1935  m. John Freebody 
          2) Alfred James 

D4/2. Emma Sophia Spellman 1872 - 1958  m. Henry Williams 
D4/3. Jeremiah Thomas Spellman 1875 - 1876 
D4/4. Patrick Jas Joseph Spellman 1880 - 1943  m. Amy Staples 

D4/5. William Jas Spellman  1882 - 1950  m. Emma Staples  
 

James Kirwan Snr is a name indelibly associated with the early history of Manaro. Kirwan, having heard of 
Manaro was determined to start a business, moved and carried on a business as a hawker.  
He made a considerable amount of money and opened, near the junction of the Cooma and Cooma Back 
Creeks, the first place of accommodation the district knew, Kirwan's Inn – known far and wide. 
He remarried 10

th
 February 1836 at St. Mary's Catholic Church, Sydney NSW to 2) Elizabeth (Eliza) Ward, 

born 19
th
 February 1814 at Bunbury Curran NSW, died 8

th
 October 1850 at Cooma NSW, aged 36 years, 

buried Christ Church, Cooma, daughter of Joseph Ward and Ann Uren. Elizabeth, was a capable and 
educated woman, managing James’ business affairs until her death. James Kirwan and Eliza Ward had four 
children, all born at Cooma NSW.  

Thomas Kirwan [1843 - 27
th

 Sept 1915] 
James Kirwan [1844 - shot 21

st
 June 1864] 

Joseph Kirwan [1845 - 23
rd

 October 1865] 
Edward Kirwan [1847 - before 1852] 

James again remarried 30
th
 August 1851 at Goulburn NSW to 3) Elizabeth White.  

In October 1852, he was shot by John McSpadden, his groom, whilst inquiring into the cause of a quarrel 
between the latter & a doctor staying at the inn. 
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