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EQREWORD

"HE WHO CARETH NOT WHITHER HE GOETH, CARETH NOT WHENCE HE CAME",

THE ABQVE QUOTATION IS FROM A BOOK CALLED, 'THE ART
OF ANCESTOR HUNTING', BY OscaAR FRANK STETSON, AND AS AN [NTRO-
DUCTION TO_OUR STORY, | AM USING A FURTHER EXCERPT FROM THE SAME
SOURCE. "THERE 1S NO MORE FASCINATING SUBJECT IN WHICH A PERSON
MAY BECOME OCCUPIED THAN AN EXAMINATION INTO THE HISTORY OF HIS
ANCESTRY, THE STUDY OF HUMAN BEINGS 1S AN INTERESTING ONE, ES=-
PECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE THE PARTICULAR HUMAN BEINGS FROM WHOM THE
STUDENT HAS DERIVED HIS EXISTENCE, HIS CHARACTER, HIS LIiKES AND
DISLIKES AND THOSE ELEMENTS WHICH DIFFERENTIATE RHIM FROM EVERY

OTHER HUMAN BEING AND CONSTITUTE HIM AN ENTITY WITH AN INDIVID=~
UALITYY,

In 1953, Lestie G, PINE'S Book cALLED °‘TRACE YOUR
ANCESTORS' WAS PUBLISHED IN LONDON, ENGLAND AS A LAYMAN'S GUIDE.
HE 1S MANAGING=EDITOR OF THE FAMOUR 'Burkes PEERAGEY AND A
SPECIALIST IN TRACING PEDIGREES, AND HIS ADVICE 1S VERY HELPFUL
TO THOSE WHOSE ANCESTORS LIVED IN THE BRiTiISH lstes. He says 1T
IS A NATURAL DESIRE AND, EXCEPT IN SOCIETIES LIKE THAT OF OUR
MODERN, URBAN, RUSHING CIVILIZATION, MEN EVERYWHERE MAVE ALWAYS
WANTED TO KEEP SOME RECORD OF THEIR FOREBEARS AND THE ROOTS WHENCE
THEY HAVE SPRUNG,

HE WARNS, HOWEVER, THAT MOST PEOPLE WHO BEGIN LOOK=
ING INTO THE FAMILY TREE HAVE NO NOTION OF WHAT MAY BE LURKING
IN 1 TS BRANCHES AND THAT ONE IS APT TO FIND MORE VILLIANS THAN
HEROES OR HEROINES. |IN SPITE OF SUCH POSSIBILITIES, HE ADVOCATES
TRACING OUR ANCESTORS AS FAR AS WE CAN AND ADDS "WHETHER YOU LIKE
THEM OR NOT, THEY ARE YOURS AND NOTHING CAN ALTER 17T, REMEMBER
THAT IT 1S A SHAME TO BE IGNORANT OF ONE'S FOREBEARS, PEOPLE
WILL OFTEN INSIST ON A PEDIGREE FOR THEIR DOGS OR HORSES WHILE
BEING INDIFFERENT ABOUT THEIR OWN, THIS 1S THE CLEAREST FOLLY,
LET US KNOW THE STOCK WHENCE WE CAME,., UE SHALL THEN KNOW SOME-
THING OF OQURSELVES",

*» W e ® & % ® @R

My thanks are expressed to Mrs. Alice (Riley)
Turnbull, a friend of many years,for permission to
include the above "Foreword" which she used in her
preparation of The Riley Family History,

James Ross Turnbull,
1449 Sherwood Crescent,
Feterborough, Ontario. K9J 6T6

Februarv. 1087



EARLY TURNBULL HISTORY

The following section was prepared by John F. Turnbull of
Bramshott Farm, Orillia, Ontario.

In 1959, Mr. Turnbull prepared a book on the Turnbull family
to which he belonged, most of whom settled around Digby,
Nova Scotia.

Thanks are extended to his family for permission to include

the introductory section of his book as part of this Turnbull
history.

As a matter of interest, John F. Turnbull’s son, James D.
Turnbull married Jean Scott who boarded , while going to
High School in Peterborough, Ontario, with our friend, Alice
(Riley) Turnbull. Alice's husband, Lieutenant Colonel James
Turnbull was overseas in World War 1. Alice and Jim had

a son, James Riley Turnbull. It so happens that Velma

and I were next door neighbours during the 1940°'s., So,

here we had James Turnbull, James Riley Turnbull and James
Ross Turnbull in the two houses as well as James D, Turnbull
when he and Jean came to visit Alice, A book could be
written about interesting incidents which involved the two
households where two James R. Turnbulls and one James Turnbull
lived -~ all referred to as "Jim".

James Ross Turnbull,
1449 Sherwood Crescent,
Peterborough, Ontario. K9J 6T6

February 1987.
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INTRODUCTION

In 1860, Thos. Turnbull, a widower and native of Roxburgh-
shire, Scotland, came to Canada with eight of his children.
His second oldest son, Andrew, had come to Canada in 1856.

Thos. settled on Lot 8, Concession 15, Township of Grey,
Huron County, Province of Ontario. Andrew settled on Lot

10, Concession 15, Grey Twp. This was largely uncleared
land, covered mostly, by hardwood bush, such as Maple, Beech,
Ash, Elm, etc..

Over the years, there have been many stories, anecdotes,
etc.s of family history recorded by various members and held
within individual branches.

To my knowledge, to date (1987), there has not been a
comprehensive collection of family records and history.

In recent years, several of my great Neices and Nephews,
now in their 30's, have asked for information of their
ancestors and present relatives. I am sure that the same
thing is happening within other branches of the family.

According to my information, there are, as of Dec. 1986,

only twelve Great Grandchildren of Thos. Turnbull, 1788-1883,
who are living, ranging in age from 62 years to 90. Eight

of these twelve are Grandchildren of AndréWr—the other four
Grandchildren, of Adam. There are no living descendants

of the other seven children of Thos.. As a result, in
1986, I conceived the idea of preparing a statistical record
of Great Grandfather's descendants and to gather together
family history which was available.

The response to my questionnaire has been excellent and as
of Feb. 1987, I have a record of all descendants to Dec. 1985.



Introduction Continued

A chart has been prepared for each descendant, numbered
and indexed, alphabetically and numerically. The system
is designed that it may be continued into the future.

The narrative collection will be separate to the statistical
records - each compatible but repetitious to some extent.

As long as I am able, I would be pleased to keep the
statistical record up-to-~-date if advised of births, deaths,
marriages, etc. and include in the narrative section any
research articles or records which have been done by other
members of the family.

For the assistance in putting this exercise together, I
wish to thank my wife, Velma; my sister, Jean (Turnbull)
Buchanan; my cousins, Margaret (Turnbull) Gow; Dr. Ian
Turnbull; Viola (Turnbull) Lamont and all others who have
made this, possible.

James Ross Turnbull,
1449 Sherwood Crescent,
Peterborough, Ontario. K9J 6T6

February, 1987
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EARLY TURNBULL LINEAGE

Chart # 1
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Thom&asS. In 78th yI‘. ——

Isabella

Fwd to

Born Died Age Chart #

1834 - 74 1920 - 86

Feb.22 — 1836 — itar.14% —1923 — 87

2
— 1837 - Dec.22 - 1920 -83 - 2
1840 - Dec.13 - 1902 - 62 - 2

7

8

9

~ . - 1842 1911 -- 69
- — - 184y _my 26_ 1900_ 56

1848  Apr. 5 -- 1922 - 74
. 1849 — Nov.16 - 1926 — 77 —
1845 May 13 1927 - 82 —10

Thos. Turnbull. natlve of Roxburghshlre, Scotland, was a tenant

farmer

-4 Tirst on the

Whltehlll’Farm, and iater on Hummelknowes, near Hawick, His

wife died

in Scotland.

He and eight of his children came

to Canada in 1860 and took Title to Lot 8, Concession 15,
Township of Grey, County of Huron, Province of Ontario, in
Nov, 18, 1861 by Deed - then called B. & S.,Bargain & Sale,
# 56 in Registry office; Goderich, Ontario.

His second son, Andrew, had come to Canada in 1856,

Thos. is buried in Brusue]o United Church Cemetery, Plot 8,

Section B.
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